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IN THIS ISSUE:  

• How to Railfan Safely & Effectively 

• The Piedmont Division Holds Class for the Boy Scouts 

• A Tour of Metro Station in Jackson, Mississippi 

• BOD Meeting in Chattanooga 

  



How to Railfan Safely and Effectively  
B y  S c o t t  P e r r y 

Railfanning is something all of us do at one time or an-
other.  There is nothing better than taking pictures of 
your favorite railroad, finding old right-of-ways and 
planning your next layout.  With a few tips and tricks 
you can make your next Railfan outing much more pro-
ductive and safer.  Luckily you can learn these from an 
old pro who just happens to be lucky enough to have 
lived to tell you about it! 

Before you Go: 
• Leave word with someone where you are going 
• Call ahead and ask for permission to visit 
• Check with friends on the Internet for hot spots and 

interesting features 
• Get scanner radio frequencies 
• Study maps 
• Contact Railfan societies for the road you want to 

visit 
 
Safety: 
 
Never Railfan alone.  It is easy to get caught up in the 
moment and not look where you are going.  In the past I 

have fallen down embankments while photographing, 
fallen through bridges when rotten ties gave way, and 
almost been hit by a train!  In each of these cases I was 
by myself.  If I had been hurt there would have been no 
way to get help.  Likewise, if someone else had been a 
second pair of eyes for me, the accidents would have 
never happened.  Besides, it is more fun to Railfan with 
friends! 
 
You should always wear protective clothing.  Boots with 
high ankle supports are mandatory as the can keep you 
from twisting your ankle when walking on gravel shoul-
ders.  Many times you may have to hike through water 
and snake-infested areas to get the pictures or measure-
ments that you want.  Always wear long pants or jeans 
when Railfanning in case you should trip and fall, or 
have to work your way through thorns and underbrush. 
 
I railfan mostly in the Southern States during the summer 
months.  It can get quite hot and it is easy to dehydrate.  
Be sure to carry plenty of water with you. 
 
Things to Look For: 
Flat areas that might have been old right-of-ways. 
Foundations of old buildings in the dirt. 
Local people who may know something about the trains 
in the area. 
 
Tips and Tricks: 
Keep all of your gear in a plastic storage box for easy 
loading in the vehicle. 
Keep camera and film in sealable bags to keep them dry. 
In winter, allow time for camera to acclimate to outside 
temperature to keep lens from fogging. 
Build a storey-pole for measuring in pictures. 

The Rules of Railfanning: 
• Do not trespass on Railroad or Private Property 
• Do not trespass on Government or Secured Property 
• Do not go alone 
• Do not carry weapons 
• Do not climb on equipment, bridges, or structures 
• Always ask for permission 
• Be aware of heightened security due to Sept. 11. 
• Always think of Safety. 
• Do not take anything but pictures, leave railroadiana 

on the ground. 

Mandatory Equipment: 
• Hiking Boots with high ankle sup-

port 
• Blue Jeans or heavy long pants 
• Camera and film 
• Notepad 
• Pencils 
• Water 
• First Aid Kit 
 
Optional Equipment: 
• Digital Camera 
• Food 
• Binoculars 
• Scanner Radio 

• Walkie-Talkie or Cell Phone 
• Rain gear 
• GPS System 
• Lap Top Computer 
• Railroad Maps 
• Books on the particular Railway 
• Sport Utility or off-road vehicle 
• Towels and change of clothes 
• Backpack 
• Insulated bag to keep camera/film 

warm 
• Camera cleaning kit 
• Bug repellant 
• Compass 
• Back-up camera 

• Diesel spotter’s guidebook 
• Hat to keep sun off your head in 

summer, keep heat in during winter. 
• 100 foot measuring tape 
• Satellite Images 
• Sanborn maps 
• Distance Scopes 
• Hard Hat 
• Pocket Tape recorder 
• Video Camera and Tapes 
• Tripod 
• Vest with multiple pockets 
• Extra car keys 



Let me say thanks to our Region President 
Phil Hutchinson for allowing me the honor 
of taking the throttle on the SouthErneR 
after Scott Perry had to step down. My goal 
is to continue what Scott had started and 
add my own flavor to the publication.  
 
Over the past year we’ve had several arti-
cles on the prototype and on conventions 
and trainshows. To that I want to add as 
many how-to articles as I can fit into the 
magazine .  

For those who don’t know or haven’t heard 
of me, a little history. On this page are the 
only *good* photos of me that I could find 
in my collection. I tend to be a bit “camera 
evasive” or I am the one taking the photos, 

so few photos of me actually exist. These 
best show my history in the hobby.  
 
When I was 12 I used to go to this little 
model railroad down in Miami Shores 
called the W. C. Parry Railroad. It was on 
display every Sunday throughout the year 
between 1 & 4 PM. The first summer it was 
open I went in and paid my quarter every 
single Sunday for the whole summer.  
 
Going into the fall I still came and after a 
while I was allowed to come in for free. The 
next week they allowed me to join their 
club. It was being run by the Historical 
Society of South Florida after having been 
sold to them by William C. Parry. 
 
“Bill” Parry was a contemporary of John 
Allen & Frank Ellison and his HO empire 
was shown in one of the Great Model Rail-
road books for the 1949 edition.  
 
After four years (1964-68) it became too 
much of a financial drain on the society and 
they sold it to the Hialeah Model Railroad 
Club who were looking for another layout 
after loosing their space over the Hialeah 
Gun Shop. They rebuilt it and then oper-
ated it as a display for six more years.   
 
[The Hialeah Club (nee: Tamiami Model 
RR Club, nee: Everglades Model RR Club) 
was one of the four clubs (along with Palm 
Beach, LSL & St. Pete), that formed the Sun 
Shine Region when that group broke away 
from the South Eastern Region back in 
1960. ] 
  
We lost the space due to a loss of members 
and after 10 years, I lost my beloved layout. 
There were four clubs in the area and all 
lost their space at the same time! There was 
nowhere else to go, so I got into 1/700th 
warship  modeling for the next few years. 
 
Four years later in 1978, I joined the 
Lauderdale Shore Line Model Railroad 
Club. They had found a space where they 
could build a layout and were about a year 
into construction. Now I had place to play 
with trains again! 
 
In 1982 I became the SSR’s Photo Contest 
Chairman, a job I held even after moving 
out-of-state in 1984.  This, along with being 
a  judge at the ‘88 & ‘89 conventions, got 
me the Volunteer Certificate in ’90.  
 
After the 1990 Pittsburg convention, I vol-
unteered to be National Photo Contest As-
sistant, a job I held until becoming Chair-
man in 2000. I am also the Pass Contest 
Chairman since KC, in 1998.  That post had 
been empty for 10 years and was handed to 

me so they could say “someone” was in 
charge of it. 
 
I joined the Piedmont Division  of the SER 
in 1990 and was elected to the BOD in 1991. 
I’ve served on the BOD 1991-99, 2000-
present and have chaired several commit-
tee’s involving  layout demos such as the 
“Project Layout” - now used in the BSA 
Merit Badge Program (see page 14), the 
“Kid’s Operating Layout” and  the “2002 
and 2003 Raffle Layout projects” in con-
nection with our annual trainshow in 
March.  
 
I was also on the BOD for CrossRoads 
Atlanta ‘95  and was the Liaison for both 
Contests & Auctions.  
 
Paul V. Voelker 

STEG Mark 3 

AT THE  THROTTL E 
A Note From The Editor... 

The photo at above was taken on 
April 16, 1974, the week before the 
final run of the W. C. Parry Rail-
road. Parry was a contemporary of 
John Allen & Frank Ellison.  

Here I am about to announce the 
winners of the Photo and Pass Con-
tests at the recent national conven-
tion in Fort Lauderdale, FL, “Tracks 
in the Sand”.  

Lou Vitale, Paul Voelker & Al Kar-
sten at the Fort Lauderdale NMRA 
National Convention. All are former 
members of the Lauderdale Shore 
Line Model Railroad Club and for-
mer business partners. We built a 
Christmas layout for the National 
Enquirer back in 1981.  

This photo was taken at the Lauder-
dale Shore Line’s layout sometime in 
1980 or ‘81 during a video session 
with PM Magazine, a then-popular 
TV news program. Here I am show-
ing how to apply scenery. I was with 
this club for six years before moving 
to Georgia in 1984. 



Once upon a time there was a story that every schoolboy knew. A story 
of trains called the “Texas” and the “General”, of bravery, daring and 
heroes. Children have always loved model trains…under the Christmas 
tree, in a store window and as a gift from Santa Claus.  

 
Metro Train Station tries to 
bring that joy and fascination 
back to children each year as 
we open for the holiday 
season. Located in space 
donated by Metrocenter Mall 
in Jackson, MS, Metro Station 
is built and hosted by 
volunteers from the Jackson 
Society of Model Engineers.  
 
All admission proceeds 
benefit the Mississippi 
Children’s Home Society, 
with construction and 
maintenance funds provided 
by individual and business 
donations.  Metro Station has 
donated over $60,000 since 

1996; our goal for 2002 is $10,000.00.    
 
Three gauges comprise Metro Station: the O scale in the center, HO 
scale on one side and the N scale on the other. Each year the layouts 
change significantly due to relocations and redesigns.  
 
As you enter Metro Station, a scene of downtown Jackson in O gauge 
greets you.  Around the edges of the layout are buttons that activate cars, 
fire trucks, horns and flags.  Thomas the Tank Engine crosses on the 
high line.  

 
Going around the right of the layout 
you see a winter village (must be 
NORTH Mississippi!) with ice 
skaters, skiers, and toboggan riders. 
The next stop is the center of the 
layout where 6 of 7 mainlines meet 
and the scenery turns more 
southwestern and mountainous.  
 
As you move on, you see 7 Bridges 
Gorge, a farm, and just around the 
bend, the Valley of the Dinosaurs. 
Moving back towards the front of 
the layout you see oil wells, homes, 
factories, an air base, and a circus complete with three ring performers 
and detailed circus cars. Along the way be sure to look for the pueblo of 
the cliff dwellers, the wizards cave, and the underground view of the 
inside of a mountain. 
 
Back at the entrance 
along the right wall the 
HO layout begins with a 
piggyback yard under 
construction and a small 
town with some industry. 
7 tracks and a passing 
siding accesses Grand 
Terminal Station where 
all passenger trains stop. 
Next is Grand Gorge 
where 2 mainlines cross 
over 4 bridges next to a 
central mountain.  
Over the mountain is an 
engine terminal and 
roundhouse area is under 
construction. Along the 
front of the layout are 2 
levels of mainline that cross streams and countryside to an urban area 
that ends with a steel mill. Against the wall on the backside of the oval is 
an industrial park with a large freight yard where trains are made up and 
dispatched.  

 
Crossing the back of the room you come to the N scale layout. N scale is 
a large oval that promotes long freight and passenger trains. The new 
layout features a loop of track in Jackson known to locals as the “Avery 
Loop”.  

A TOUR OF METRO STATION 
Located in Jackson, Mississippi 

B y:   Ti m L a t h a m 



 
This track consisted of three different rail properties that made up a loop 
of track in Jackson on the west side of the Pearl River and in Flowood on 
the east side of the river. The rail line being modeled starts on the south 
end of the old Gulf Mobile and Ohio (GM&O) railroad at it’s crossing of 
the Illinois Central (IC) railroad’s east-west Vicksburg to Meridian line 
(this line was sold to Midsouth Railroad which was later purchased by 
the Kansas City Southern (KCS) Railway.) From the GM&O/IC 
crossing, the layout models the GM&O as it proceeds north down the 
middle of Commerce Street. The line proceeds past the old passenger 
and freight stations, behind the old Mississippi state capital building into 
Capitol yard north of High Street. 
 

A full version of the Capital yard is modeled complete with the wye and 
engine servicing facilities. From the Capital yard, the line proceeds north 
past the historic Fewell water treatment plant (source for Jackson’s 
drinking water) where it turns east and crosses the wood trestle and 
through truss bridge over the Pearl River into Flowood. Once across the 
river, the line turns south onto the Avery lead, a privately owned branch 
line that services several large industries in Flowood. The Avery lead 
was part of the old creosote railroad on the east side of the Pearl River. 
The Avery lead proceeds south past the industries and across Flowood 
Drive to the connection with the IC (now KCS) Vicksburg-Meridian 
line. Once on the old IC line, the layout models the south Pearl River 
bridge with its through-girder and through-truss bridges. This brings the 
line back to the GM&O/IC crossing and interlocking tower where the 
loop is completed. 
 
The”Avery Loop” model layout is 60 feet long (north-south) and eight 
feet wide (east-west). The basic layout is built on 16 2x8-foot tables. The 
total continuous run of the track is over 120 feet. The arrangement of the 
tables forms a four-foot-wide center-operating isle between the Jackson 
and Flowood sides of the layout. There is also a 14x2 foot staging yard 
on the south-east corner of the layout in the vicinity of the recently 
constructed KCS High Oak yard. 
 
We believe our efforts to maintain a cohesive membership with interest 
in three different scales is unique to many organizations.  We work hard 
to cooperate together despite the fact that each gauge attracts its 
followers for different reasons, whether it be collecting, operating, scale 
or 3-rail fantasy. In the end it’s all for the children. 
 
Once upon a time there was a place called Metro Station. 
 
For more information, visit www.jsme.org or call 601-956-5321. 
 
Holiday hours are Fridays 4-8p, Saturdays 10a-5p & Sundays 1-5p 
through Jan. 12, 2003. 



Piedmont Division Boy Scout Merit Badge Day 
Story  by  John Stevens   -    Photos  by  Scot t  G.  Perry 

Mike Deaton at his Freight Car Identification Station. 
The display really looks great Mike! 

Charlie Brown instructs a group of eager scouts on 
railroad signaling and traffic control. Charlie is an 
engineer for the CSX so he is very knowledgeable 
about this aspect of railroading and the ideal person 
to teach this to the scouts. 

Ed Jahns talks to the scouts about layout design 
using the “Project Layout” that the Piedmont Divi-
sion donated to the Boy Scouts after their 1999 
Trainshow. 

Howard (Horn) Goodwin explains the differences 
between scale and gauge. 

Chuck Wharton is explaining safety rules around a 
railroad with his safety display module. 

Rhonda Turner has her station set up to explain all 
the departments that make up a railroad. 

Scouts prepare to work on their RR Merit Badges. Rick Coble explains to the scouts railroad schedul-
ing. The scouts have to learn how to schedule a train 
as a part of training. 

On Saturday, November 9, 2002, twelve members of 
the Piedmont Division got up bright and early and 
headed to Smoke Rise Elementary School in Stone 
Mountain, Georgia.  They were going to teach the 
Railroading merit badge in a Boy Scout Merit Badge 
Clinic that was being held by the Rotary Club of 
Stone Mountain.   

The Piedmont Division had volunteered to take as 
many as 32 scouts, but pre-registration was only 
about half that number.  Last year, the clinic only 
had 65 scouts attend, so I felt we would be doing 
well if we got 10-15 scouts.  On the day of the 
clinic, 165 scouts showed up.  We were fortunate 
enough to have 30 scouts sign up for the Railroad-
ing merit badge. 

The Rotarians hold this day long clinic to support 
scouting within the Hightower Trail District of the 
Atlanta Area Council (AAC) of the Boy Scouts of 
America.  The AAC is one of the biggest councils in 
the country.  It covers 13 metro counties (Carroll, 
Cherokee, Clayton, Cobb, Dekalb, Douglas, Fulton, 
Gwinnett, Haralson, Newton, Paulding, Pickens, and 
Rockdale).  The AAC provides scouting opportuni-
ties for over 72,000 boy scouts. 
 
In a council as large as the AAC, there are numerous 
outings planned on any given weekend.  The week-
end of November 9th was no different.   

The Rotarians were extremely glad that we were 
there, and they have invited us back for next year’s 
clinic.  The instructors have also had a meeting 
where we discussed changes that can be made to 
the program.  Our initial directive from the Board 
of Directors was to plan something for this past 
November in support of model railroading month.  
 
The instructors think that this is a very worthwhile 
program, and feel that we should continue the 
program and attempt to attend two or three clinics 
a year.  We have discussed continuing the program   

with the Board of Directors, and they are allowing us 
to do so.  I have been in contact with the Flint River 
Council in Griffin which holds a clinic in March.  
They are just setting their schedule now, and are 
determining if they will have room for our program.   

We have divided the merit badge into ten stations.  
After an initial briefing, the scouts were broken up 
into groups and proceeded to their initial stations.  
While I started on the paperwork, Scott Perry 
started taking pictures of the enthusiastic instruc-
tors in action.  The enthusiasm of the scouts was 
also quite high.  Numerous scouts had brought 
along pictures of the trains that they had at home.  
One of the boys even brought along one of his 
locomotives.   It was a long day, but by the end of 
it all 30 scouts had completed the merit badge. 

We are always in need of help with this program.  In 
order to complete the merit badge in one day, it takes 
12 members.  Members earn points toward the Asso-
ciation Volunteer Certificate for every month they are 
instructors, and for every scout that gets the merit 
badge.  If you are interested in signing up for this 
program, please contact me at:  

 
7 0 2 7 3 . 1 3 5 2 @ c o m p u s e r v e . c o m    



 

   NEW!    

Southeastern Region Shirts 
And a lot more… 

        
    Sweatshirt                                     SER Caboose Logo                                              Kids Shirt 

 Get your new SER Golf shirt, T-shirt, Jacket, Hat, Sweat-
shirt, Mug, Bag, Sticker, Mouse pad, Clock, Christmas Ornament 

and more at the SER Shirt Shack. 
  

With prices starting at just $2.25 and shirts starting at $15.99 
there is something for every budget.  

         Check out everything online at:    
              Coffee Cup                                                                                                                                            Baseball Hat 

http://www.cafeshops.com/cp/store.aspx?s=PatShirts2 
 

 Ordering can be done online, by phone and by mail. Payment can be made by 
Check, Money Order, Visa, MasterCard, American Express, Discover and PayPal. All 

info is online at the above address. 
  

For those without any online access or for other questions contact  
Pat Turner - (423) 744-0429; (404) 368-9964, email NMRA@mindspring.com  

This is a SER fund-raising project and a percentage of each item goes to the SER. 
 

  
    Travel Mug                Bib              Lunch/Train Box            Clock            Messenger Bag      Large Mug             Grey T-Shirt 

 
Items will change in style, design, and graphics from time to time. If you see something you 

like, get it! Prices are subject to change. 



C A L L I N G  A L L  
C O N T E S T A N T S   

I T S  C O N V E N T I O N  T I M E  AGA I N ! 
 
Now is the time to start preparing your models for entry in the 
next contest. Here are a few photos of some of the contest en-
tries at the last national convention. Not all were winners, not 
all got Merit Awards, but their builder’s did at least bring 
them into the room! If you aren’t interested in competing or 
if you are not interested in the AP program, bring it anyway. 
We would like to see what you have been working on lately. Think it isn’t up to the “high” standards of a con-
test? You’ll never know if you don’t bring it! And don’t forget those photos either! Whether you enter them 
or not we’d like to see them on display.  

14th Annual 
Model Railroad 
& Train Show 

 

January 18th and 19th, 2003 
Hosted by the Savannah Coastal Rail Buffs 

14045 Abercorn Ext. - Savannah Mall 
In Savannah, GA 

 

Sat. 10:00 am to 6:00 pm 
Sun. 10:00 am to 4:00 pm 

Admission: $4.00 General Admission  
              $3.00 Seniors/Students 

Children Under 12 With Parents are free! 
 

For further information contact:  
Pres. Ken Huffman,  

414 Inglewood Drive, Savannah, GA 31406  

 
If you are NOT a member of the  

SER E-group… 
 

An e-group is a group of common members who emails are forwarded 
to each through an electronic service, such as Yahoo.  This allows for 
fast transfer of information and for quick responses to questions.  You 
must have an e-mail address to participate.  Once you sign up (free of 
charge) then you can write to all members easily and can see what is go-
ing on in the Region on a daily basis.  It is quick, free and lots of fun!  To 
sign you need to go to this web page: 

 
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/SER-NMRA/  

 
Just follow the directions and you will be linked directly into the most 
fun a model railroader could have!  If you have any questions or prob-
lems using this service, just call Pat Turner at (404) 368-9964  or Scott 
Perry at (770) 319-7288 and we will help you log in!  Its that easy and it 
will keep you from missing out on important information.  JOIN NOW! 
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TENNESSEE BOUND 
Bring Your Models & Photos 

May 9, 10 & 11  

IN THIS ISSUE:  

• Chattanooga Convention Details 

• Building The Piedmont Port Authority RR- Part 1 

• Starting An Operating Group - Part 2 

• Treasurer’s Report 

 

Model Railroading is an Equal Opportunity Hobby! 

 



The Piedmont Port Authority started 
out as a fundraising project for the 
Piedmont Division. The plan was to 
build a layout up to the scenery stage 
and finish it off at the show after which 
it would then be raffled off to some 
lucky person. About mid-way into the 
building the concept was changed to a 
fully finished layout before the show, 
and  long enough before to get advertis-
ing out showing what it looked like!  
 
This moved the entire schedule up by 
six weeks causing a very frantic build-
ing & scenicing race to get done in time 
for the photo shoot. Somehow we got it 
done in time and it went over to the 
show as a “fully finished layout” and 

was raffled off accordingly.    
 
In this article I want to go over the lay-
out’s basic construction. In part 2. I will 
discuss the track wiring & the control 
system. 
 

 Every time I start one of these projects 
I like to experiment and try different 
approaches in the construction of a lay-
out design. I had wanted try to use 
1/4” (actually 3/16”) Lauan Plywood 
for an entire layout. This was the 
chance to give that idea a try.  
 
I started with two sheets of Lauan Ply-
wood and cut them into cut into 4 inch 
& 12 inch wide strips both 96 inches 
long. The 4 inch strips were then 
trimmed to 23”(8 pieces), 30”(6 
pieces), 45”(6 pieces) & 60”(6 pieces) 
lengths. These would be used to make 

two identical halves which, when put 
together, would form an elongated oc-
tagonal layout (Illustration 1).  
 
The construction 
follows a ‘grid 
type’ assembly 
similar to the 
dividers found 
in a shipping 
case for bottles. 
Cuts were made 
halfway through 
both the lateral 
(4 pieces) and 
longitudinal (6 
pieces) boards 
so they would fit together as a grid 
when assembled (Photo 1). The outer 
perimeter would then be attached to the 
ends of these boards using 45/45/90 
degree wood blocks glued to the side of 
the boards.  
 
These “blocks” were made by cutting a 
piece of 1”x 4” lengthwise on the table 
saw with the blade alternately set to 90 
degree and 45 degree angles. Then cut-
ting the lengths down to 3.75” long 

I l lus t ra t i on  1 

How We Bui l t  The HO Scale   
Piedmont Port  Authori ty  Layout  Part  1   

by  Paul  V.  Voelker 
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each on a powered miter saw.  This 
created a great many blocks, most of 
which were used in the construction of 
the grid. Later, pieces were cut to other 
sizes for attachment of the risers to the 
sub-roadbed. 
 
As the layout base is an elongated octa-
gon, there are no square corners on the 
outside perimeter (except where the two 
halves mate-up). These 45 degree cor-
ners were made by cutting down the 
23” long pieces to fit the space. No an-
gle cuts were made. Instead a gap was 
left at the ends of the boards where they 
came together and a wood dowel was 
glued into the space to fill the gap 
(Photo 2). Later, the dowel was sanded 
down flush with the sides using a belt 
sander. The same technique was used 
for the 90 degree corners in the mating 
area. This produced a strong joint with 
minimal hassle and no tricky cuts.    
 
The 12 inch wide strips were trimmed 
to 23”(4 pieces) & 30”(6 pieces) 
lengths to form the outer perimeter’s 
fascia. These fascia pieces were lami-
nated to the 4” outer perimeter pieces 
forming a 1/4” thick perimeter at the 4” 
base level. Later it was decided to add 
an additional outer perimeter strip to 
the mating surfaces (center connection) 
of the two halves of the layout. These 
were cut to 8” x 60” and laminated to 
the 4” grid similar to what was done 
with the outer perimeter fascia.  Then 
the 8” pieces were trimmed down to the 
height of the sub-roadbed and the scen-
ery base.  
 
On the outer fascia pieces a different 
technique was tried by cutting the 45 
degree corner pieces to just fit up 
against the 90 degree pieces and then 
running a bead of yellow glue along the 
joint. A piece of masking  tape was put 
on the other side to act as a dam. While 
the glue was still wet, sawdust was 
forced into the glue-gap. After the glue 

had dried, the joint was “rounded off” 
using the belt sander. At this point the 
grid was still kind of flexible so a pair 
of stiffeners were added to the bottom 
outside corners. Later, as the layout 
progressed, these became unnecessary 
and were removed.  
 
The two halves were bolted together 
and then alignment hinges were at-
tached to both halves.  The actual hinge 
arrangement itself was built off the lay-
out by attaching hinges to 1”x 4” wood 
blocks. The place where the hinges 
would go was cut out where the ply-
wood mated together and then the hinge 
assembly was glued into this hole. This 
guaranteed alignment of both sides. The 
hinge bolts themselves are above the 
bottom of the layout and so they don’t 
actually “hinge” but are solely for 
alignment purposes.  Six bolts were 
also used in various locations to 
strengthen the connection between the 
two halves. 

Now came the design for the track plan 
to go in the available space. Two pieces 
of plywood were set on my living room 
floor and then the shape of the layout 
was lined off using masking tape. Using 
the KISS method, a collection of differ-
ent pieces of snap track were laid out 
on top of the plywood and assembled in 
various configurations until the desired 
track plan emerged. The outline of the 
track was then transferred to the ply-
wood by simply drawing lines on either 
side of the track using a marker pen. A 
photo of the track plan was taken (so 
I’d remember it) and then the track was 
removed and the plywood was trimmed 
to size.  

 
The original design concept involved 
the ever-present “mountain in the mid-
dle of the layout” idea. Rather than take 
that oft-used approach, I decided to opt 
for a seaport scene and a slight change 
in track elevation from front to rear 
amounting to a little over one inch. A 
pair of bridges would cross over the 
inlet to the harbour and where the two 
layout halves mated, the long, straight 
connection would become the wall of 
the wharf.  
 
The harbor's bottom would rest directly 
on the grid and then all elevations 
would go up from that starting point. 
The bridges would be a little over 3 
inches above the top of the grid and the 
track on the opposite side would be 2 
inches above the grid. A pair of the 
industrial sidings would slope down to 
1.5 inches above the grid thus insuring 
that nothing could “roll out” onto the 
mainline. 
 
On the top of the wharf would be a long 
siding that would pass under an over-
head crane and behind a cement batch-
ing plant. This siding would cross from 
the outer main over the inner main to 
reach the wharf location.  
 
The actual wall would be on the harbor 
half. I’d thought about doing it the 
other way round but decided that the 
wall could be damaged during handling 
and transport if it was on the on the 
other layout half.  
 
The final solution was to use a piece of 
drywall and glue it to the plywood. 
Then take drywall mud and coat the 
drywall. This would work better than 
coating the plywood as over time the 
mud might flake off the wood but 
shouldn’t on the drywall. It was then 
sanded down to the height of the other 
half and then painted with an acrylic 
paint using a mixture of grays. 

DRYWALL 

BASEBOARD  
MOLDING 

TOP VIEW OF WHARF 

LAUAN PLYWOOD HINGE 



The track sub roadbed was cookie-
cutter cut following the previously 
drawn lines following the outline of the 
track pieces.  The plywood was then 
dropped onto the two halves to check 
for fit. Each sub roadbed half was first 
attached to the mating side of each grid 
to ensure alignment and then proceeded 
from that point outward to the rest of 
the grid.  

 
Risers were made from scrap strips of 
Lauan and glued flat to the grid pieces. 
The vertical edge where it touched the 
bottom of the sub roadbed was rein-
forced with one of the trimmed-down 
45/45/90 glue blocks or, in some cases, 
scrap quarter-round. 
 
The roadbed itself is N-scale Woodland 
Scenic’s Foam Roadbed. Why N-scale? 
All the shops were out of HO when I 
was shopping for roadbed after Christ-
mas but they had plenty of N-scale 
roadbed! Three halves were used  to get 
the necessary width for the HO track. 
 
Now came the scenery base which 
would be 1/2 inch pink foam. Pieces of 
scrap plywood were laminated to the 
bottom of the sub roadbed to use as 
attachment points for the foam. The 
foam was then cut to fit the spaces and 
glued to the attachment pieces using 
Liquid Nails. 

 
Large sheets of cardboard were posi-
tioned on top of the layout halves and 
while a helper held the cardboard in 
position, the outline of the sub-roadbed 
was drawn from below using a marker 
pen. This gave created a “master” to 
use to precisely cut the foam to the 

shape of the open parts of the layout. 
 
After the base pieces were attached, the 
foam was layered to the desired eleva-
tions, then glued into position using 
Liquid Nails (for paneling) and allowed 
to dry. Next, a Surform tool was used to 
scrape down the foam  to the desired 
shapes. This took a some time to do and 
wherever possible I used my folding 
knife (not a hot knife) to cut excess 
foam to speed the process.  (Now I use 
a serrated butcher knife.) One problem 
with the foam is that the Surform tool 
creates a lot of debris and dust! At the 
time it was about 30 degrees outdoors 
so doing it outside wasn’t really an op-
tion.  A good shop-vac is indispensable! 
 
After the shaping was finished, some 

parts needed to be filled-in with extra 
foam and my buddy, Scott Perry, sug-
gested using expanding foam for that 
purpose. The stuff comes out off-white 

so now you have a pink and white lay-
out! It was duly shaved down with the 
folding knife. (I bought a hot-knife but 
a sharp knife does a better job in my 
opinion - just watch you don’t cut your-
self!)  
 
The next step was to use drywall mud 
to coat all of the foam. This could have 
been dispensed with on some parts of 
the layout but it does a good job of fill-
ing in small gaps. In some cases, just 
putting down a heavy coat of Latex 
paint would work. In fact that was the 
next step. I used a can semi-gloss 
brown paint that I had on hand for the 
base coat. We painted the entire layout 
so everything inside the outer perimeter 
of fascia got painted brown.  
 
Bridge abutments were made by cutting 
a piece of base molding to shape and 
then painting on the drywall mud. After 
that had dried, the same colors that 
were applied to the wharf were used on 
the abutments. Fenders were made out 

Joe Pusey cutt ing and f i tt ing the 
pink foam. 

Using the Surform tool to carve 
the pink foam. 

Scott Perry applies matte medium to 
the layout before applying the ground 
foam scenery material. 

Scott Chatfield painting the rails 
rust brown. 

Scott Perry suits up for another grueling 
day of scenery building. 

The Surgeon prepares 
to operate...  

QUARTER 
ROUND GLUE BLOCK RISER 



The scenery was applied over a two day 
weekend in early March. Everything was 
done at this two day session except the 
finish coat of paint on the harbor bottom, 
and details like the dolphins, pier, wharf 

and bridge abutment guards and the En-
virotex-Lite for the water.  
 
It was extremely cold that day, but I only 
have a carport, so there was little choice 
but to work outside. While I stayed in-
side and painted the harbor bottom, eve-
ryone else was outside working on the 
other half of the layout. The pictures tell 
the story of that experience.  
 
In the next installment, I will conclude 
the scenery and explain the electrical 
control system we chose to power the 
layout. I will also discuss the table I built 
to support the layout.  
 
Until next time… 
 

Scott Chatfield & Perry Lamb work on 
track ballasting.  Ed Laity & John Travis are applying 

ground foam to one of the layout halves 
in the cold. 

THE CREW: 
 

Paul V. Voelker 
John Travis 

Scott G. Perry 
Perry Lamb  

Scott Chatfield 

Joe Pusey 
Steve Pusey 
Revis Butler 

Chuck Wharton 
Bill Fisher 

Ed Laity 
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In the summer issue of the SouthErneR (2003) I wrote an 
article that profiled how the Susquehanna Valley & 
Southern Railroad went from an idea into a track plan. I 
also shared with you that the SV&S even though it is my 
Railroad is really a joint creative effort by the 
Chattahoochee Express Operating Group (cool name huh?). 
The operating group came into being as a way for a bunch 
of guys in the Piedmont Division to help each other build 
their model railroads. The ultimate objective is to operate 
the railroads in a prototypical way. 
 
If we can start an operating group from an idea you can 
too. By sharing our motivation, ideas, successes, and 
sometimes failures we hope that you will feel inspired to 
start a group of your own. It can be the one of the most 
rewarding aspects of model railroading. I will use the 
SV&S as an example of how it can be done. 
 
There are a number of things you must be willing to do to 
be part of an operating group. They are: 
 

1. Enjoy being part of a group of people. Some of the 
members you will get along with easily. Others in 
the group you will have to work harder at for 
successful communication. The group can be 
dynamic. This means members may leave and new 
people will become part of the group over time. 

 
2. Understand that there may be a leader in the group 

but each person needs to be a part of the process 
and have his or her ideas expressed regardless of 
the level of experience. A group can get set in their 
ways. Be aware that a new member may have a 
good idea. Do not be afraid to change. But do not 
throw away things that work well.  

 
3. The person’s layout you are working or operating 

on is the CEO of that railroad. The owner has the 
final say on what and how it gets done. Be aware 
that everyone has different skill sets. Be open to 
the ideas that each volunteer brings with them to a 
work session. 

 
4. Be open to different eras, operating systems, time 

periods, etc.  
 

5. Have patience. Layouts take a long time to build. 
Also, have patience when a disagreement arises. 

 
6. Understand that Model Railroading is a hobby. 

Have fun. Remember that no matter how real the 
layout looks or operates they are models for us to 
have fun and learn with. 

 
7. Select a designated night to have the operating 

session. Set the start and finish time.  
 
The basic SV&S layout is complete. The main line has 
been constructed along with two yards. We have started to 
operate in a very limited way. How did we get here and 
what were our success and failures? Well, once I developed 
the basic track plan things got interesting. I invited the 
initial group members over on the designated night. We 
laid the track plan on the floor and preceded to determine 
the how much room we had to work with. Since the SV&S 
is a two level pike we also struggled with the lowest and 
highest point on the layout. Some people may have 
considered this meeting difficult but to me it was fun 

because the layout was 
actually getting started. I 
also figured since a 
number of the members 
had a layout or had built 
one in the past, they new 
more than me. I soaked in 
all the knowledge.  
 
We did decide that the 
upper practical limit for the 
layout was 58” and the low 
point would be 32”. The 
design point that seemed to 
cause the most struggle 
was whether to construct a 
helix or was their enough 
space and distance to get 
bottom level to the top 
through grade elevation. I 
made the executive 
decision after the session 
that 16” more elevation 
was needed and the only way to get this accomplished was 
by a two level helix. The helix is on the SV&S. The 
negative of the helix is it takes up a great deal of space. 
Hello helix, goodbye large engine house! 
 
The next step was construction. To get things going I 
invited Brian Glock over on a separate night to start the 
bench work. He has good skill in carpentry and things 
progressed very quickly. This provided a framework for the 
real work night later in the week. When the group came 
over I placed everyone in either a work team or on a 
special project that they expressed interest in. What was 
interesting was that a number of projects were going on at 
any one time. By myself I could only work on one. When  

Starting an Operating Group (Part. 2) 
B y  B o b  M c I n t y r e 

The photograph above is of the Golden Spike Ceremony in 
January. The key members of the group from left to right 
are: Brian Glock, Bill Parks, Randall Watson, Bob McIn-
tyre, and Chris White (missing John Travis). Happy Rail-
roading! 

Bob driving the Golden Spike 

Continued on next page 
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While I was preparing the last issue of the SouthErneR I was also work-
ing on this project. The spring issue went to press on the day before the 
Piedmont Division’s train show on March 8 & 9, 2003. The railroad was 
very incomplete the weekend before the show and a very intense work 
schedule ensued. Unfortunately, my real employers denied my end-of-

February vacation putting me in a bind but I was able to work it all out 
including putting out the magazine only a week later than planned. The 
pictures don’t really show how great this layout really looks and I was 
able to learn a lot putting it together including some new scenery ideas 
and construction ideas. Both will be used on the next layout.  PVV 

ABOVE: Overhead view of the Tallulah Gorge Railroad N-Scale layout that the Piedmont 
Division raffled off at their March 2003 Train Show as a fund raising project This project 
was again lead by Paul Voelker (your editor) who built the layout and received help from 
some of the members who built the most of structures that went on it. 

LEFT: A view looking down the gorge at the Tallulah Dam. The lower & upper railroads are 
separate lines with no common connection. The lower line crosses the river three times and 
the upper twice. A complete lower level scene can be viewed under the upper railroad, be-
hind the cliffs & under the lake from cut-outs in the sides of the layout’s fascia. 

INSET: Andy Ahrens and his two daughters, Marly & Ashely of Powder Springs, GA, were 
the proud winners of this years layout.  

BELOW: View of one of the cutouts in the fascia showing the scenery on the lower level 
and upper level. The control panel can be seen to the right of the cutout, recessed into the 
fascia to protect the switches for the electrical blocks from damage and wandering hands. 

TALLULAH GORGE RAILROAD 
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John Travis came to me one day in 1994 and asked me if I thought it 
might be possible to build a model of the Rolling Rock Brewery, that is 
located in Latrobe, PA. He had a “Hundredth Anniversary of Latrobe” 
book that had a picture of the brewery in the 1950’s. I’d built a few 
structure models using the then-new Design Preservation Models modu-
lar wall sections for his layout already and I was getting pretty good at 
throwing them together. They could provide the shapes I’d need to build 
the brewery making it easier than scratch building it. John wasn’t look-
ing for an exact model, just something that would be maybe “close 
enough” to what the real thing looked like. We had just the one photo but 
later on John got a brochure from Rolling Rock that had a few more 
pictures of the building including some interior scenes.  
 
I first started out by getting a planning package which is really just a 
sheet of paper with the wall sections printed on both sides in full scale. 
The idea is to make copies of the plan and cut out what you need and 
paste or tape them together to form a building. The end result will be the 
size of the structure. But for my planning purposes, I didn’t want to go to 
all that trouble. I just wanted to get a feel for whether or not the wall 
sections could come close to the “look” of the brewery, size wasn’t that 
important. I wanted to see what was available and what I would need to 

modify, hack up, or whatever, to get the desired effect. The thought of 
making this a ‘contest quality model’ was the furthest thing from my 
mind.  
 
I took a copy of the instruction sheet (printed on brown paper) and cut 
out the various wall section profiles. I was then able to piece together 
what I wanted, cutting and fitting the profiles until I had the desired ef-
fect. It wasn’t perfect, but it would be close enough.  
 
The old building, including the tower section, required the most wall 
sections or pieces of sections to get the desired patterns of brickwork. 
The New Building and Shipping Department were the easiest to build as 
they are a straight forward construction project with no fancy changes to 
walls or windows.  
 
The pictures and captions can tell a better story than I can in this narra-
tive and far more efficiently so I won’t go into repetitive details.  I will 
say that the project also involved building and detailing the switch tower 
that appears in some of these views. GV Tower was built to put Rolling 
Rock into perspective. Rolling Rock is so big that no one would be able 
to comprehend its size unless some known, identifiable structure was 
placed relatively close to it. This tower serves that function and at the 
same time pins down the timeframe of the scene to 1955, twenty years 
after the NMRA was formed in 1935.  
 
The brewery’s dimensions are: 41 inches long by 5 inches deep by 21 
inches tall. Originally the building was only going to be 2 inches deep 
but by relaying the track in front of it I was able to pick up 3 more inches 
allowing a partial interior.  
 
Other than the one picture of the original building, we had a brochure 
showing some other photos of the building and its interior. Unfortu-
nately, the brochure was used for different parts of the building including 
the back wall of the Tasting Room and the medallion on the outside wall 
of that room. It was from the brochure that I discovered that the brewing 
kettles could be seen from the outside of the building leading to their 
inclusion in the interior.  
 
Some details that aren’t seen in the photos are that the floors of both the 
Kettle Rooms and the Tasting Room are tile floors in a black & white 
checkerboard pattern. For that I painted the floors gloss white and the 
applied a checkerboard decal from a set of racecar decals in what looked 
like the correct size. These decals come in a large variety of colors so 
many combinations can be done.  
 
And don’t forget roof details! An entire book could be done just on de-
tailing roofs. Every building no matter what it is, if it has interior plumb-
ing, it will have a stand pipe sticking out through the roof somewhere. 
The plumbing can’t work without one and in larger buildings, several 
standpipes can be seen. Just look at your own house’s roof for a clue as 
to how much junk needs to be on even the simplest of roofs. Air condi-
tioners and water tanks on larger structures and/or the remains of their 
support metalwork if they have been removed are details usually forgot-
ten about or not even known of in the first place.  
 
This was a fun project to do and would have been even more fun had I 
not been building half a dozen equally complex structures at the same 
time and had a deadline (the convention) to meet.   PVV 

BUILDING THE  
ROLLING ROCK BREWER Y 

By Paul V. Voelker 

The Bottling Room 
 

When you are doing an inte-
rior that will get limited 
viewing, it isn’t necessary to 
get the details exactly right. 
Just enough has to be con-
structed to get the desired 
effect. As a boy, one of my 
schools field trips was to a 
bottling plant and what is 
simulated here is what I 
remember of that trip. 

A Matter of Perspective The size of a large 
structure such as the 
brewery is difficult to 
put into perspective 
unless something is 
placed in the fore-
ground that the viewer 
can identify with such 
as this switch tower 
and bus. Detailing a 
small structure close to 
the edge of the layout 
lets the viewer under-
stand the great size of 
the background struc-
ture. 





Various views of the backside of Rolling Rock. Few 
people have ever seen this side of the building in the 
nine years of its existence save John, Gerry & I.  The 
office interior was added to the building a couple of 
years after the 1995 NMRA convention in Atlanta.  
 
The view to the left shows the bare interior of the Of-
fice Building. This is what it looked like during the 
1995 National Convention. A couple of years later I 
found the time to give the Office an interior. Various 
details such as desks, lamps, bookcases and such were 
found in interior detail packs put out by Model Power. 
These along with some scratchbuilt items formed the 
interior scenes.  
 
The walls were made from .040” styrene sheet material 
and lights were added for illumination of the interiors. 
Unfortunately, I used 12V bulbs instead of 1.5V bulbs, 
the result of which was that after years of being lit and 
unventilated, some of the walls and floors have warped 
as can be seen in the photos.  
 
In the Shipping Building (upper right photos) I used 
lots of barrels and pallets plus some scratchbuilt shelv-
ing to give the room the flavor of a shipping area. In 
the circle in the lower photo is a man carrying some-
thing in front of a door with a window. There is a simi-
lar door on the outside of the building and if you get 
the angle right you can look in the front door, through 
the office (and past the two people inside it), and 
through the backdoor to see this guy. There are actually 
five people in this scene if you count the guy in the 
front doorway and the guy outside.  All told there are 
over 50 people in this building even though some are 
very hard to either see or find. 
 
My own personal view of interiors is that if you have 
the space, have some idea of 
what should be there, have large 
enough windows or a foreground 
structure then put in an interior. 
If you have no idea what the 
interior should look like and no 
plans to ever put one in then just 
paint the insides of the windows 
black to create a mirror effect. 
The other options would be 
shades or dullcoat.      

SMRFEST  
2 0 0 3 

Southeastern Model 
Railroaders  

Forum Meeting 
October 3, 4 and 5 

 
If you are interested in railroads that 
operated south of the Mason-Dixon 
Line/Ohio river and east of the Missis-
sippi River, then you will be interested in 
SMRFest 2003.  We are a diverse group 
of people who are interested in railroads 
in the southeast quarter of the country. 
This includes everything from Atlantic 
Coast Line to Gulf, Mobile & Ohio, 
Illinois Central, Missouri Pacific , 
Frisco, KCS, Florida East Coast, Sea-
board Air Line, C&O, B&O and many 
others.  Bring what you have and share it 
with like minded individuals. The meet-
ing site is in the Atlanta, GA area.  

 
W i n g a t e  I n n 

1355 Mall of Georgia Boulevard, 
Buford,  GA 30519 

Phone: (678) 714 0248 
 
State that you want the SMRFest 2003 
rate. The Wingate is a very nice hotel 
with free high-speed internet access and 
breakfast. There is an exercise room as 
well as a pool and plenty of space to get 
together and shoot the bull about trains; 
or anything else, for that matter. 
 
We will begin Friday afternoon and 
conclude Sunday with a self-guided tour 
of Metropolitan Atlanta and the sur-
rounding area. This is ideal for those of 
you who drive, since no matter which 
way you have to go to get home, there is 
something to see. 
 
We have many superb model railways in 
the area and are currently making ar-
rangements for tours. The are is served 
by two prototype railroads: Norfolk 
Southern and CSX.  The NS main is 
three miles from the hotel, while the 
CSX main is five miles in the opposite 
direction. Prototype facilities in Atlanta 
include all types of rail transit except 
ship-to-rail. Several good hobby shops 
are in the area, including Trainmaster of 
Georgia, which is only three miles from 
the hotel. 
 
The fare for SMRFest 2003 is 
US$20.00, payable by check or money 
order made payable to SMRFest 2003. 
The Address is: SMRFest 2003 P.O. 
Box 1133, Grayson, GA. 30017 
 
For more information contact me via 
email.  Be sure to put SMRFest 2003 in 
the header. 
 
Demetre Argiro 
argirode@mindspring.com 

BONCLARKEN  
ASSEMBLY AUDITORIUM 

 

Blue Ridge Road, Flat Rock, NC  
(Hendersonville) 

All Aboard for our FOURTH ANNUAL Model Railroad Show and Swap Meet 

Sponsored by the  

FRENCH BROAD e’N’pire  NTRAK CLUB 

Saturday,  
Oct. 11, 2003  
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Interior Details   
Yes or No? 



 

At the Maple Leaf 2003 National Convention in Toronto, Ontario  
Second Place in On-Line Structures was awarded to:  

Charles Millar of the Piedmont Division 
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Did you know that steam locomotives were once 
produced in Georgia?  Maybe you did, but did you 
know that you can still see how it was done?  If you 
head for the town of Big Shanty (now called Kenne-
saw) you can still see the machines, the patterns and 
the actual locomotives that were forged just north of 
Atlanta, Georgia.  The Smithsonian Institution calls 
it one of the most complete and valuable collections 
of its kind, and for less than $10 you can spend 
hours enjoying what I believe is one of the finer mu-
seums in the state. 
 
Kennesaw is home to the world-famous locomotive, 
the General.  Billed as the hero of the great locomo-
tive chase, it should more appropriately be called 
the victim.  During the War of Northern Aggression, 
the General was stolen from the Big Shanty station 
and used in a daring attempt to interrupt communi-
cation and rail service between Atlanta and the front 
line in Chattanooga.  The museum has been com-
pletely rebuilt and redesigned to house this exqui-
sitely preserved 4-4-0 American steam locomotive. 

The real show is the collection from the Glover Lo-
comotive Works that was in Marietta, Georgia.  The 
Big Shanty Museum was significantly expanded 
(now 40,000 sq. ft.) to house an extended collection 
of Civil War artifacts and the Glover Collection.  The 
patterns for making castings of steam locomotive 
parts adorn the walls and halls of the museum, and 
it is said that there are enough patterns to rebuild 
many of the steam locomotives that the Glover Cata-
log offered for sale.  The other real treasure is the 
complete set of glass-plate negatives that document 
the locomotives produced at the Glover Locomotive 
Works. 
 
Actual metal-working machines from the Glover 
shops have been rebuilt and preserved to show how 
the locomotives were manufactured.  The museum 
is designed to give you the feel of the old belt-driven 
shops with their high windows and giant wooden 
timbers.  For a better feel of how the shops looked in 

the early 1900’s you can see a huge O-scale diorama of 
the site.  Constructed by NMRA members Steve Austin, 
Frank Hull and Mark Nickelson of the Kennesaw/
Marietta area, you can see the machines and out build-
ing associated with this massive complex.  If you know 
any of these guys you know the diorama is spectacular 
and worth the price of admission alone.  I spent over an 
hour peering into the windows of the fully detailed ma-
chine shop.  This is truly a work of art! 
 
There are refurbished Glover locomotives on display in 
the middle of the museum, along with many photo-
graphs of the locos produced in the shops.  Most of 
these were narrow-gauge mining and lumber engines.  
If you haven’t read Dick Hillman’s book on the Glover 
Machine Works, then I strongly suggest you do so be-
fore you come to the museum.  Most local libraries have 
a copy.  Dick was instrumental in saving this valuable 
collection and should be given great credit for his 
monumental efforts.  His contribution to the museum 
has preserved our precious railroad heritage for many 
future generations. 

LOCOMOTIVE CONSTRUCTION – SOUTHERN STYLE 
The New Southern Museum of  Civil War and Locomotive History 

Photos & Story  By:  Scott  Perry 



Stop by and visit the Southern Museum of Civil 
War and Locomotive History.  It will be enjoyed by 
both railfans and non-railfans alike.  Flash photog-
raphy is not allowed, so bring digital equipment if 
you have it.  Plan to spend several hours as it is a 
very large collection.  The museum is open seven 
days a week and can be reached at 770-427-2117, or 
see them on the web at www.SouthernMuseum.org.  
There address is 2829 Cherokee Street in Kenne-
saw, GA., and you can’t miss the huge building on 
the tracks.  The Smithsonian Institution also pro-
vides revolving exhibits as well, so you never know 
what you’ll find at the South’s best locomotive mu-
seum! 



MAPLE LEAF 2003 CONVENTION  
& ADVENTURES ON THE TRIP HOME 

B y  P a u l  V .  V o e l k e r  

Interstate Railroad Business Car # 101 at Big Stone Gap, VA. 

Gold Award Winner—Best of Show 



I left Toronto on Friday at Noon and elected to 
hit Latrobe on the way home from Toronto and 
to bypass toll roads where possible so I took 
US-219 out of Buffalo and followed it south 
into PA. The B&P (Buffalo & Pittsburgh) Rail-
road paralleled the road most of the way south 
but there wasn't any movement on the line and 
the three locos I saw were stopped in yards 
and not readily accessible (GP38, GP40 & 
SW-something). A little south of the NY-PA 
state line I passed through Lewis Run, a small 
town on the B&P and one of the towns on 
John Travis’ J&G Railroad. The B&P more or 
less follows the route through PA & NY that 
John models on his HO gauge railroad. 
 
A little south of I-80, US-119 splits off of US-
219 and I took that down through Punxataw-
ney, home of the ground hog. Due to a fold in 
the map, I didn't know I was going through 
Punxatawney until I was nearly out of it. Two 
or three towns south of there I entered a thun-
derstorm which looked suspiciously as if it 
might contain a tornado. Last time I’d seen a 
cloud like that, with a mist around it, that was 
the case. Sure enough, the next town had 
been hit by a small tornado, fortunately for me 
about 1/2 hour before I got there. It did some 
tree damage and a power crew was busy get-
ting a 100+ year old Oak tree off the power 
lines beside the road. There was a short delay 
because only one lane was open. I ended up 
getting as far as Blairsville (another town 
name on John’s RR) on Friday night and got a 
room there.  
 
In the morning I got back on US-119 and took 
that to PA-981 which I followed south. Before 
getting to Latrobe I passed under a very nice 
little stone arch bridge. The trackage it carried 
is apparently part of NS now and there was a 
small HQ building in Latrobe.  
 
I stopped in and saw the Rolling Rock Brewery 
building (but no tour) and the Company Store 
where I bought a couple of drinking glasses, a 
shirt and an O-Gauge RR car. According to 
the girl behind the counter, the O-Gauge car 
had just become available that morning and 
she'd only been open a few minutes and had 
already gotten several calls from people want-
ing the car. Well, she had one less when I left.  
 
Before leaving Latrobe I stopped in at the old 
PRR Station, now a restaurant, and took a few 
pictures. I also saw a stone, double arch 
bridge over the river that runs through town 
and another stone arch over a road near 
where I was gassing up.  
 
Somehow I missed the turn onto US-119 at 
Uniontown and got headed for Cumberland 
but realized it before leaving PA and took the 
first available side road down to I-68 and to 

Morgantown, WV. I swung off of I-79 south of 
Morgantown and onto US-119 again into Graf-
ton and then US-50 back to the Interstate. 
Grafton was depressing, the station is in really 
bad shape and boarded up and the town in 
general seems run down. The foot bridge over 
the tracks that was there back in 1990 is gone 
along with the roundhouse, wye and a small 
yard that was between it and the highway 
bridge. I took a few pictures of the small diesel 
facility and some of the track and then left. 
From there it was back to I-79. 
 
A few miles down the road, I left I-79 and took 
US-19 down to Beckley. I wanted to stay and 
see some of the sights in the New River Gorge 
but that will have to wait for another trip. After 
getting to I-77 I was only on it for a short dis-
tance and then elected to follow US-19 along 
the west side of the mountains into VA. I left 
US-19 where it diverts to go over the mountain 
and got onto Alternate US-58 to Big Stone 
Gap, VA where I spent the night. I stumbled 
upon Interstate Railroad Business Car #101 at 
the motel entrance. The motel was the oldest 
in town but it had vacancies which the other 
places didn't and it wasn't a bad price. Most 
importantly, it was a bed and a shower! 
 
The next day I went to the Natural Tunnel. As I 
was getting out of the truck in the parking lot, I 
heard the sound of diesel engines and rushed 
to the overlook. It was too late to get to the 
tunnel and the chairlift wasn't running yet. I 
missed the locos but took a couple of photos 
of empty cars going by then a few pictures of 
the small tunnel to the south. When the chair-
lift started running, I took it down into the 
gorge and walked over to the tunnel. I took a 
few pictures and then waited for the next train 
to come by.  
 
After an hour and a half wait, I decided to 
leave and took the chairlift back up. Then, 
after getting off and almost back to the truck, I 
hear diesel engines again. [DAMN!] I rush 
back to the rim where I’d taken the earlier 
down-on photos of the empty coal train only to 
now see a loaded coal train going the other 
way! [SWELL!] I start back to the truck again 
and just as I get there I hear the sound of the 
helpers coming through the tunnel. [I really 
need to get over to Norm Stenzel’s layout 
more often since I’ve obviously forgotten the 
operating sequence of these trains.] 
 
After leaving the tunnel, I decided to follow the 
railroad where it deviates from the highway 
and came upon the train I’d just missed seeing 
at the tunnel. I decided to get ahead of it and 
then find a place to get a few pictures. As luck 
would have it, where I stopped is at a siding 
where another train is waiting. After some time 
goes by, the first train comes into view and I 

take a few shots.  
 
While waiting for the other train to come out, I 
see the first train stop and the helpers cut off 
and then they run full-bore back down the 
grade. Nice shots of smoky units going by. 
After a few minutes the waiting empty coal 
train leaves.  
 
Well, at this point I was happy to have finally 
seen some action. Back on the road again, I 
figure I'll come across the main highway 
(yeah, just keep thinking that!) all the way 
back to Alternate US-58 (where I'd been the 
previous night) and just a few miles from 
where US-19 branches off to go over the 
mountains. [I REALLY need to start carrying a 
compass again!] OK, I take US-19 to I-81 and 
into TN (finally) then I followed the Interstate 
down to I-40 and took that around the east 
side of the Smoky Mountains, missing Ashe-
ville and then US-23 back to the house.   
 
I would encourage anyone who has never 
attended a national convention to give it a try 
some time. If you attend them regularly as I do 
you will find that you may see some parts of 
the country that you would never think of going 
to without having a convention to use as an 
excuse for going and seeing. I’ve never regret-
ted going to any of the places the convention 
was at but sometimes I wish I had more time 
to see the sights instead of just the inside of 
the contest room. 
 

The Rolling Rock Brewery in  Latrobe,  PA as it  appears  today. 

Former PRR Railway 
Station in Latrobe, PA 
is now a restaurant. 

Abandoned bridge left standing in place. Eve-
rything to the right is gone and a town has 
risen up where the right of way had been. 



Well, I hope everyone has enjoyed the last 
two issues that have appeared without any 
comment by me as editor. That’s right, this 
is the first Editor’s Column I’ve written in 
a while. I see no point in using up valuable 
page space for me to just “ramble on” 
about stuff you probably aren’t interested 
in anyway just to fill up the magazine. 
We’ve got far better stuff for the member-
ship to read! 
 
The last issue highlighted the region con-
test and display models entered at Chatta-
nooga so this issue will highlight models 
that appeared at the National Convention 
in Toronto.  
 
One of my jobs besides being Editor of 
The SouthErneR, is the National Photo & 
Pass Contests Chairman. That means I 
spend  all my time in the Contest Room at 
the National Convention wherever it is 
being held that year. This year it was held 
in Toronto, Ontario, Canada. For those of 
you who did not attend (for whatever rea-
son), you missed a very good convention 
and a truly outstanding contest! 
 

There were 226 entries in the Contest 
Room and 6 Modules at the Train Show on 
the weekend. Fifty-three Merit Awards 
were handed out which may well be a re-
cord for a national convention!  
 
The Photo Contest had 94 entries total 
among the 6 categories. There were only 
two entries in B&W Model Print, both by 
the same guy while B&W Prototype Print 
was somewhat better at ten entries. The 
remaining categories, Color Print & Slide 
in both Prototype & Model were better 
attended. There were no photo entries from 
anyone in the SER. 
 
The Pass Contest was possibly the worst I 
have ever seen with only one entry! With 
the widespread use of computers and the 
ability to easily create something at home, 
one can only wonder why more Passes 
aren’t entered in the contest.  Next time I 
think I’ll enter a few of my own! 
 
The Arts & Craft Contest had 28 entries 
total with three categories not entered by 
anyone. Overall, the Arts & Crafts was 
somewhat above average in the number of 
entries but about half of what we saw at St. 
Louis in 2001. As there isn’t currently a 
national Arts & Crafts Chairperson, the 
local chairperson handled the contest.  
 
There was no switching layout provided by 
the local group and the Locomotive Per-
formance rig is still in the shop being up-
graded (to bring it into this century), so 
neither of those contests were conducted.  
 
That brings us to the Model Contest. As I 

have said, it was truly outstanding. There 
were 85 entries and 53 of those got Merit 
Awards. That is a rather high (62%) per-
centage of the models entered. 
 
Both Charles Millar & Sam Swanson 
entered models in the contest and both 
walked away with awards. The front cover, 
back cover and inside back cover are dedi-
cated to showcasing their work. Charles’ 
Hespeler CNR Station placed Second in 
On-Line Structures. Sam’s (Howe) Truss 
Rod Bridge placed Third in the same cate-
gory. Sam’s bridge was based on a design 
in one of the articles in Harry Brunk’s 
semi-regular column, “Up Clear Creek on 
the Narrow Gauge” (part 32), in NG&SLG 
magazine. Sam also got First Place in On-
Line Display with his Elk River Station 
narrow gauge display 
 

The New Computer 
About this time last year I read an article in 
'PC Upgrade' magazine on building the 
"ultimate digital darkroom" and even 
though I have only a low-res digital cam-
era, I decided I needed a faster and more 
capable computer to investigate digital 
photo enhancement (in connection with the 
NMRA photo contest) and it would be 
great to use for The SouthErneR too.  
 
So I started buying parts (that's right - 
parts, you know, a case, a motherboard, a 
CPU, the fans, etc.) slowly, a few at a 
time. I followed the article but deviated 
from it from time to time when found I 
could get a part with more capability for 
the same or a slightly higher price. I'd set 
my sights on loading it with Windows XP-
Pro rather than the home version as in the 
article. The video card I got was far more 
capable than the article's version.  
 
The plan was to get it assembled and run-
ning by maybe May. Well, "best laid plans 
and all that" changed that timetable. 
Around January I found that my desktop 
computer had "forgotten" that it had a CD 
drive connected to it and I was running out 
of options on how to get The SouthErneR 
out of that computer and to the printer after 
the newsletter was put together.  
 
After trying many different ways to get it 
to work, it seemed to make more sense to 
just bite the bullet and rush the new com-
puter into action which meant assemble it 
and load the software plus buy the remain-
ing parts and software four months ahead 
of schedule.  
 
Now to put this into perspective, prior to 
this time, the only time I'd even been 
"inside" a computer was to change out one 
memory module! Putting one together 
from scratch, when you've never done it 
before, and knowing the expense of all the 
pieces bought on a limited budget, and 
pressed for time makes doing it for the first 
time a little scary. For a couple of weeks, I 
had it together but the Windows XP-Pro 
program refused to load.  
 
A couple of friends of mine, who put com-
puters together all the time, proved to be of 
little use. Finally I found some help on the 
internet and solved the problem - a new 
HDD needs to be "partitioned" before it 
can be formatted (thanks guys) - and then 
spent the next two days loading software.  
 

The next problem was getting The South-
ErneR out of the old computer and into the 
new one - remember, no working CD 
writer. All that was available was a floppy 
drive but to compound the problem, the 
only thing in the new computer that wasn't 
working was the floppy drive! A couple 
more days go by and finally the floppy is 
working and I can laboriously transfer The 
SouthErneR a floppy at a time into the new 
computer. Fortunately, it was only about 
1/3 put-together so it only took about two 
dozen transfers.  
 
Now it's a matter of learning how to oper-
ate the new computer and some of its new 
software to get the newsletter together and 
to the publisher before the deadline which, 
through all of this, only slipped by a week 
(that was the Spring issue, my second 
'official' issue as Editor after taking over 
from Scott). For a while I was still using 
the old computer to get email and attach-
ments for The SouthErneR and then trans-
ferring that to the new computer to stick in 
the newsletter. All this while working a 50 
hour-a-week job that has nothing to do 
with computers!  
 
One other small, little problem was going 
on at the same time and that was the N-
Gauge Raffle Layout that was being built 
in my living room for the Piedmont Divi-
sion's Trainshow in March. The South-
ErneR went to the printer's on the Friday 
before the show and the layout went to the 
show on Saturday morning!  
 
For the Summer issue, I had to yet again 
learn how to use more software and new 
equipment. After that issue went to press I 
bit the bullet yet again and purchased the 
MS Office Suite 2002 containing Word, 
Excel, PowerPoint, Access, Outlook. It 
came with another Publisher program (a 
bonus I hadn't expected) which went on the 
laptop. Fortunately, I was able to get a 
really good deal on this Suite as my own 
personal budget is nearly busted!  
 
PowerPoint is a neat program that can al-
low someone to put on a very good clinic 
without having to mess around with a 
bunch of slides. I wish that I’d had more 
experience with it before I’d used it for the 
clinic I gave at the SER Convention this 
year. I can safely say I’ll never put on a 
slide clinic again! Nothing but PowerPoint 
from now on. 
 
This brings us to the current (Fall) issue 
which has gone together remarkably 
quickly and with very little difficulty. The 
computer is only several hundred dollars 
over budget but it really does do a first 
class job and I am not sorry I decided to 
put it together last year. I have just recently 
bought another motherboard to start as-
sembling a second computer. The new one 
will be faster than the this one but will be 
used for a different purpose and as a 
backup for this one. 
 
As you can see, computers have become 
another expen$ive hobby of mine and 
whenever the new computer catalog shows 
up I pour through it just like I used to with 
the new Walthers catalog! 
 
Ed. 

Editor’s Soapbox 

There were 85 entries in the 
Model Contest and 53 of those 
got Merit Awards. That’s 62% 
percent of the models entered! 



[In a dark alley, in the snow, by the 
trash dumpster, is a door...] 
 
Knock, knock. 
 
A small peep-hole in the door angrily 
slides open 
 
“Who’s there?” a gruff voice orders. 
 
“Just me, Felix,” whispers the nerv-
ously shivering gentleman. 
 
“What’s the codeword!” the angry voice 
snaps. 
 
“Your dealer can get it from Walthers.” 
 
“Ok...come in, but be quiet as the ses-
sion is just starting.” 
 
The large steel door creaks open and 
the frightened fellow stumbles in.  It’s 
a small and cramped pit of a basement, 
full of the smells of mold and stale ci-
gars.  One metal-shrouded lamp hang-
ing from the ceiling supplied the only 
source of illumination.  Toward the 
front of the room stood an older gen-
tleman who spoke in a breathless 
voice. 
 
“The meeting is called to order.  Who 
will be first to speak?” 
 
His glazed eyes slowly scanned the 
damp room and finally his skeleton-
like index finger lurched out toward 
the fat man sitting against the wall. 
 
“You!  You’ll be first...say what ya have 
ta say!” 
 
The fat man slowly stood up and nerv-
ously fumbled with the change in his 
pocket. 
 
“Well, my name is Fred.  I’m a model 
railroader.” 
 
In unison the group of sad men sang 
out “Welcome, Fred!” 
 
Staring at his shoes, Fred said “I’ve 
been a model railroader for ten years 
now and its been very hard to stay on 
the wagon.  But this week I’m very 
proud of myself.  The new Railroad 
Model Craftsman magazine acciden-
tally found its way to my mailbox.  I 
quickly took it back to the Post Office 
and asked them to shred it.” 
 
“Good going, Fred!” said a husky voice 
in the back. 
 
“You da man!” cried another. 
 
“Who else would like to talk about 
their addiction tonight?” the modera-
tor croaked.  “How about you, Lester?” 
 
Lester was white as a sheet.  The collar 
of his shirt was bathed in sweat and his 
fingernails were now only nubs.  Lester 
knew he had been bad.  It was a rough 

week with the new Kato SD70’s coming 
out, and to make matters worse they 
were in his favorite road name. 
 
“Come on lad, speak up.” 
 
Lester stood up quietly and broke 
down.  His tears stained the sleeves of 
his blue denim shirt.   
 
“I’m weak, I tell you!  Weak!  I couldn’t 
help myself!  They were there...out in 
the open in front of the Train Shop.  So 
shiny, so green...and DCC ready!  All I 
wanted was to just touch one.  Just 
hold it...” 
 
One of the members gently embraced 
him and held him while he sobbed. 
“There, there, brother Lester.  We all 
understand your pain.  But we must be 
strong!  We can’t give in to the evil 
train shop owner.” 
 
As Bill arose and gently patted brother 
Lester on the arm, the alert sounded. 
 
“Plaster!  There is plaster and....paint!  
Train paint on brother Archie’s hands!  
There is even some ACC glue residue!” 
 

Archie panicked...he didn’t know what 
to do.  Caught by his peers, he leaped 
for the door, scrambling over the myr-
iad of folding chairs. 
 
“Let me out!” he cried. 
 
“Hold him!  Tie him down!” 
 
He knew what he was in for.  He had to 
be cleansed.  It was a violation of the 
code to be building scenery, and he 
knew it.  Why, oh, why had he not 
washed his hands? 
 
“Brother Archie...you stand accused of 
scenery in the first degree!  How do 
you plead?” 
 
“It was just a small hill...just a hill!  Not 
even enough for a tunnel!” 
 
“Bring out North West Shortline Chop-
per and the rail nippers!” 
 
“NO!  NOT THE CHOPPER!” 
 
“You know the penalty for building 
scenery, brother Archie.  Hold him 
still.” 
 
Several large men grabbed him and 
held him at the table.  The light gently 
swayed over his head. 
 
“Your sentence, brother Archie, for 
failing to restrain yourself from model 
railroading is...” 
 
All eyes focused on the leader as he 
glared downed at Archie.  Beads of 
sweat rolled off the poor criminal’s 
face. 
 
“You must hand-lay a dual gauge 
turnout...in N-scale!” 
 
“AAARRGGGHHHH!” 
 
“Wow...don’t you think that is a little 
harsh?  And in N-scale!  Ouch!” said 
brother Eggbert. 
 
“We must enforce the rules.  If we are 
ever to break ourselves of this all-
consuming habit of model trains, we 
must live up to our creed.  Everyone, 
recite the creed with me!” 
 
    Never shall I touch a rail, 
    I’ll shy away from HO-scale, 
    And revel not with plastic kits, 
    Or Tyco stuff, which is the pits. 
 
    Instead I’ll lead a happy life, 
    And shun the dreaded hobby knife, 
    And be the man I want to be, 
    Free of bench work and DCC. 
 
    A rail-a-holic I’ll always be, 
    A basement layout I’ll never see, 
    And if a collection I do amass, 
    May you kick me in the brass. 
 
“Meeting adjourned!” as the modera-
tor bangs the gavel. 
 
They all wrapped themselves up in 
their overcoats and headed home, 
careful not to stray.  Little did they all 
know that Willie’s Train Shop is hav-
ing a sale. 

  B I F F Y  
 COCKTAIL  
  
  4 parts gin (2oz.)   
  2 parts Swedish punch (1oz.)    
  2 parts fresh lemon juice (1oz.) 
 
Combine all ingredients in a cocktail shaker 
and shake well. Strain into chilled old-
fashioned glass. 
 
Warning: Always drink responsibly when 
at an operating session.  Don’t spill drinks 
on the track! 

Terry Bacus, Editor of the Bulletin is shown 
hard at work in the contest room at the Maple 
Leaf 2003 Convention. 

Ra i l -a-hol ics  Anonymous 
B y  S c o t t  P e r r y 



Sam Swanson got Third Place in 
Structures On-Line at the Maple 
Leaf 2003 National Convention in 
Toronto, Ontario, Canada with 
this beautifully rendered Howe 
Truss Bridge.  This model picked 
up 114 points in the contest. 
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Elk River Station Display 

Sam Swanson gets First Place in Displays On-Line at the Maple Leaf 2003 
NMRA National Convention with 120 points! 
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JAMES WHATLEY’S BEAUTIFUL COVERED BRIDGE 



Hooker's new Prairie Shuttle Phosphate Cars 

Seen here are pictures of the first "new" wet phosphate rock hoppers 
with air power operated doors for the Cargill Hooker's Prairie to Ridge-
wood "shuttle" train.  This is the shuttle that makes two to three round 
trips per day with one set of cars.  These cars replace "Ortner" hoppers in 
series CSXT 635000-635049 that have covered this service since 1996.   
 
The power door mechanisms on the Ortners are worn out.  Since the 
Ortners leaked like sieves, rather than spend more money on rehabbing 
them for this service they will be transferred back to stone service with  
the power mechanism removed. 
 
The "new" cars are triple hoppers built from cut down L&N coal quad 
hoppers built in 1981.  All that is left of the original cars is the center sill 
(shortened by about 4 feet), body bolsters, bolster extensions, draft gear, 
couplers, wheels and trucks.  Body, chutes, door pans, exterior posts, end 
sills and brake gears and rigging are all new.  These cars are similar to 
the 200 such cars Raceland Shops produced for phosphate service in 
1999 (200 cars, CSXT 634000-634199) and some 500+ 286K stone 
hoppers for our mineral group since 1997. 
 
Like the CSXT 634000-634199 series, these cars have a low grade 
stainless steel body rather than lined regular steel to deal with the abra-
sion and corrosion of the wet phosphate rock.  These cars have smaller 
conventional doors that will reduce or eliminate the product leakage, and 
require less force to open and close.  The power operating system is 
supplied by Miner Gate and is lighter and simpler than the complex Trin-
ity system on the Ortners.  This should increase life span, and be easier 
and cheaper to maintain.  The Miner system pushes against each door 
pan, rather than the center of the spreader bar, which should facilitate 
sealing. There will be 46 of these cars, CSXT 635100-635145.  A "47th" 
car of this type, CSXT 635099, is already in service.  A "pre-production" 
car, it was "built" from a stone service cousin and has been operating 
here since early March.  Built for stone service, it has a steel body, and 
will be lined. 31 additional cars of this type, but with conventional doors, 
will be produced at Raceland after the power door cars are com-
pleted.  While they have conventional doors, they have frame modifica-
tions to facilitate installation of the Miner Gate system at a later date if 
needed or desired. These will be numbered 634200-634230 and will join 
634000-634199 in service for CF Industries between the mine at Gar-
wood South and the CF plant at Central, FL.  Once these 31 cars are in 
service, this shuttle train will be completely equipped with 231 286K 
stainless steel wet rock hoppers. 

Summary of current CSXT Wet Rock Hopper numbering and painting: 
Conventional door 263K gross load wet rock hoppers are numbered in 
the CSXT 630XXX, 631XXX and 632XXX series.  Cars subject to 
heavy repairs and painting prior to 1997 are black with yellow letter-
ing.  Cars in this series painted from 1997 on are beige with black letter-
ing. 
 
Conventional door 286K gross load wet rock hoppers with stainless steel 
bodies are numbered in the CSXT 634XXX series, and painted gray with 
black lettering. 
 
Power operated door 263K gross load wet rock hoppers are painted black 
with yellow lettering, and numbered CSXT 635000-635049.  All of these 
cars will be removed from wet rock service with the arrival of the "new" 
cars, and will be returned to stone / aggregate service (and presently, 
there are no plans to renumber these cars). 
 
Power operated door 286K gross load wet rock hoppers are painted gray 
body and black hopper chutes (to differentiate from conventional door 
cars).  The one steel bodied car in this group is CSXT 635099, and the 
stainless steel bodied cars are CSXT 635100-635145. 
 
Of note, all of these cars are similar to aggregate cars.  For planning and 
management purposes, CSXT has recently designated all hoppers as-
signed to wet phosphate rock service as AAR type K304 (previously 
they were K320 and K344).  K344 and K345 are now used to designate 
open top hoppers in aggregate service. 
 
These cars were supposed to be done in March, April and May, but the 
delays to this program are another long story. 
 
Have a nice weekend. 
 
 Sincerely, 
 
W. James Langston, III 
Manager, Phosphates & Bone Valley Equipment 
CSXT  Tampa, FL    (813)664-6228    rnx-380-6228 
Port Rock, Domestic Rock, Port Phosphate & Phos Acids 
Wet Rock Hoppers and Rotary Gons, and Rotary Fliptops 



IT’S THE LITTLE THINGS THAT COUNT  
 A VISIT TO  

THE VALLEY AND TEKOA RAILROAD 
B Y  S C O T T  G .  P E R R Y 

can hear the “babbling brook” and the contented cows 
“mooing” in the summer sun.  Sound has a great effect on 
the model, as it gives action to the seen and incorporates 
more then just your eyes.  The sounds are not too loud and 
aren’t too overcrowding.  They’re just the right amount. 

One of the best reasons to visit someone else’s layout is to 
learn from their efforts.  Sometimes you see the layout and 
say “Wow!  Nice layout!”.  And sometimes you see a layout 
that really makes you re-think your own plans.  Ed Laity’s 
Valley and Tekoa Railroad made me stop and think about 
how much the little things really count. 
 
First of all, Ed’s layout is first class.  I can tell you that his 
models are scratchbuilt.  I can also tell you that his loco-
motives purr like kittens when they run.  A quick look at 
the pictures will tell you that his scenery is virtually flaw-
less.  These things alone make this a gem of a layout.  But 
what I want to describe to you is how Ed makes a great 
layout a fantastic layout by focusing on the little things. 

For instance, let’s visit the station.  The layout is circa 1895 
and Ed has gone to great lengths to make sure that the 
passengers are dressed appropriately, that cargo is prop-
erly staged on the platform and that every square inch of 
the model is built to the highest standards of quality and 
accuracy.  It’s then that your ears detect the strong cry of 
the conductor for “all aboard!”  Further down the line you 

There are several mini-scenes on the Valley that help to 
draw the visitor into the layout.  The local men have gath-
ered under a shade tree for an intense game of checkers.  
Of course the old hound dog could care less. This scene 
adds life to the layout without becoming distracting.   

In fact all of Ed’s scenes gently blend into each other giving 
a unifying effect to the layout.  No one building or locomo-
tive or person stands alone as they are all homogenized 
into one continuous play.  Gradually the play carries itself 
into a wonderfully done three-dimensional backdrop that 
makes you feel as if the Nevada sky never ends.  This is 
done by taking printed cut-outs and lifting them off the 
background with cardboard.   



Ed does have some power 
tools in the room, so another 
handy little detail are the 
small hooks above the va-
lences.  These are so he can 
hang shower curtains over 
the layout to prevent dust 
and dirt from resting on his 

tidy model work.  The railroad features many other nifty 
features that aid in keeping it functioning at the high level 
that Ed demands. 

My test for examining the quality of the construction of a 
layout is to close my eyes and let my ears make the call.  
The code 70 track is flawlessly laid to carry many perfectly 
constructed scratchbuilt cars to their destination in Tekoa.  
There were no derailments during my visit and not once did 
Ed have to bump the bench-work.  Ed is a true craftsman 
and doesn’t scrimp on anything.  Little things like quality 
construction are very important when you show the layout. 

Another little detail that is not so little is the design of the 
layout building.  Ed carefully chose to give himself the room 
he needed to comfortably build the fine model-work you see 
on the layout.  He has two very tidy work benches and all 
tools are within easy reach.  Daylight sun shines into the 
above-ground structure to illuminate his all-steel work-
bench.  All scale lumber is carefully stored in easily ac-
cessed tubes.  All of the interior, including the front of the 
bench-work, is covered in aged planking that accents the 
period of the railroad.  Valences made of the same material 
cover the track lighting that gives the Valley a warm and 
inviting effect.   

One other nice little thing about the layout is the fascia 
board that encircles the layout.  It is strong and sturdy, 
built with ½” board.  However, it is beautifully painted to 
match the railroad’s colors.  Controls and throttles are eas-
ily at hand and turnout control toggles are recessed into 
the wood to keep from damaging them.  Car card holders 
are convenient to each local stop, and hot-stamped signs 
let you know where you are at all times.  Never have I 
wanted to pick up a throttle and run trains like I do at Ed’s 
house. 
 
The last little thing that Ed does really makes a difference.  
When you are invited to his house for a layout tour you are 
given a color brochure that has a great cover shot, a de-
scription of the layout, a list of key points to see and a his-
tory of the line.  The back cover has a very detailed map 
and great instruc-
tions for arriving at 
the destination.  
You are given a 
printed ticket to 
ride the railroad 
and Cokes and 
cookies before you 
depart.  He really 
knows how to make 
you feel welcome at 
the Valley and Te-
koa Railroad! 
 
I guess my point is 
that Ed has taken 
the time to incorporate the little niceties that make a home 
layout truly spectacular.  Take the opportunity to go visit 
the line when you can and learn from Ed’s 59 years of 
modeling experience.  You’ll be more than impressed. 



Volume 45, Number 1 -  www.ser-nmra.org  -  Winter  2004 

The Official Publication of the Southeastern Region of the National Model Railroad Association 

 

S T E E L  R A I L S  B A C K  T O  T H E  
S T E E L  C I T Y  2 0 0 4 

DETAILS INSIDE 
T O U R  T H E  S L O S S  

The Sloss Furnaces as they appeared in June of  1954.   



The album these photos were in received some 
worm damage prior to their rescue from a leaky 
garage 38 years ago. 1/4 of all the photos in the 
album have a hole bored in them. However, for 
information purposes they are all still useful and 
this photo is printed here for that reason. 

The Sloss Furnaces in mid-June 1954. In the fore-
ground are a variety of different types of gondolas 
from PRR, SRR and L&N while in the background 
are hoppers from Sloss-Sheffield Iron & Steel Com-
pany. Piles of Coke & other additives appear between 
the lines of cars. 

Both photos:  
Walter Voelker, Jr. 

(Peter Brand) 



Little River Lumber Co.   
Building a 4’ x 8’ Two-Level Layout. 

Photos & Text  By:  Paul V. Voelker  

I’ve always been told that you can’t do very much in only a 4’ x 8’ 
space. Well this little layout proves that it IS possible to do quite a lot if 
you don’t limit yourself to just working at one level. You could call this 
a split level layout. It has an upper and lower level on one side and a 
mid-level on the other. Granted, your locomotives will be small, but 
your operating possibilities make up for that. Here I will be using a 
Bachman GE 70 Tonner for the main motive power. The cars will be 
25-40 feet long.  

The layout is a loop of track with a passing track and two industry 
tracks.  Connected to this loop is a switchback that climbs at a 10% 
grade and through three switchbacks to the upper level which is where 
the logs are loaded and the logging camp is. The switchbacks are short 
so a small loco can take up to three small cars up the hill. Ten percent 
sounds really steep and it is but it is also fairly common on a logging 
railroad. The 70 Tonner could be replaced with a Shay, Heisler or Cli-
max any of which would be ideal. The railroad can be run as two sepa-
rate railroads—logs to mill and the finished lumber to market sections. 
There is a connection between the two sections so that a single engine 
can work both if the need should arise.  

The layout was built using 1”x 2” lumber for most of the 
framing in an L-girder type form. The frame had to be 
able to fit the internal dimensions of my pickup truck and 
still be able to get the maximum distance between upper 
and lower levels. That condition eliminated using 1”x 4” 
standard L-girder construction. All plywood is Lauan 
1/4” (actually 3/16”) which is used for the fascia, sub-
roadbed, backdrop on the lower level  (not yet installed) 
and reinforcement for the 1”x 2” where needed. All but 
one (Peco) of the switches are Atlas and there are two 
crossings.  
 
The trackage in the lower left photo appears complicated 
but allows for a very elegant solution to a problem—how 
to overlap the two layouts and still provide a connection 
between the two. The roadbed itself is AMI Instant Road-
bed. I started out using Gray but then couldn’t find any at 
the hobby shops so used Black for most of the rest of the 
layout. The switchback is therefore mostly Gray and the 
rest is Black. Once covered with ballast it shouldn’t really 
matter that much.  

Scenery will be mostly large stumps and small trees repre-
senting new growth. The saw mill will be a flat on the 
backdrop with some small amount of depth to it. This al-
lows me to create a really large mill without having to 
consume a huge portion of the layout. A cut lumber retail 
outlet will occupy the siding off the mainline in the mid-
level area. A logging camp will be built off one of the 
sidings on the upper level and a Barnhart Loader will be 
positioned at the end of one of the others.  
 
When it is complete, this layout will be raffled off at the 
next Piedmont Division Trainshow in March. It will have 
a Digitrax DCC control system and come with several cars 
and a locomotive.   

To Log Pond 

Passing Siding 

Mainline 
Switchback Up  

To Logging Camp 

To Cut Lumber Loading Connector Track 



IVAN JENKINS 
FURNITURE 

COMPANY 
Text & Photos By:  

Paul V. Voelker 

The Ivan Jenkins Furniture Co. was designed to fit 
into a triangular-shaped footprint as a mirror image 
of the Walther’s Reliable Warehouse & Storage 
building. The RW&S building occupied the south 
end of the passing siding while IJFCo occupied the 
north end. 
 
IJFCo was constructed using Design Preservation Models wall 
sections.  A parts list appears on the next page.  Construction 
followed the instructions provided with the wall sections but with 
some slight changes on how the window casements were at-
tached to the walls.  
 
The building was to get an interior and would be close enough to 
the edge of the layout to be able to see where the window’s 
“flange” would  be in view. I chose to cut off this “flange” and 
make the windows flush mounted at the back of the window 
opening in the wall. This was a lot of work but was worth doing. 
The clear plastic window “glass” was attached to the window and 
part of the interior wall and then the inside walls were painted 
gray and the clear plastic “glass” was painted up to the window 
casement.  
 
This did two things, one– it guaranteed that the window would 
stay attached to the wall as it was glued to both the “glass” and 
the wall opening. Second– it allowed the interior wall surfaces to 
be flush without having to build up the wall with styrene around 
the window openings or doubling up on the wall sections. 
 
Some of the casement windows were trimmed to appear as 
though either the upper or lower portion was open. Doors were 

treated similarly. In the garage, wall sections were doubled up on 
the back arch opening and the blank end wall to show the brick-
work that would be present in a real structure. If you do this fea-
ture you will need more wall sections than are listed on the Parts 
List. 
 
The sheet styrene roof was provided with sky lights that are actu-
ally Korber Models Factory Windows glue into openings cut in 
the roof. Both the factory section and the office section have 
these skylights. Roof ventilators are from Campbell Scale Mod-
els (200-927) and the water tank is from a Model Power water 
tower kit (490-552).  
 
Office furniture was adapted from various Model Power furniture 
kits with some items scratchbuilt. The loading dock was made 
from sheet styrene and various sizes of styrene shapes. The verti-
cal tank at the end of the building was an after thought but is a 
Mr. Plaster item that came pre-painted. 



 
The overall structure was spray painted with Model Masters 
Light Earth Brown and after that was dry I used diluted Accuflex 
paint in various shades of Tuscan Red & Oxide Red to get the 
coloration I desired for the structure.  
 
Mortar work was done in Erie Lackawanna Grey. The structure 
was allowed to sit with whatever side I was working on at the 
time in the horizontal position and the grey color was applied as 
a thin wash and allowed to cover the horizontal surface until it 
dried. It would naturally flow into the groves between the bricks 
and then I would lightly wipe off whatever covered the bricks 
themselves after the paint had nearly dried.  
 
Later, John Travis further weathered the structure using India 
inks. He also added the sign on the front of the building and the 
sofa attached to the sign.  

 
The office roof is removable and the upper floor can be removed 
to get at the lower floors of the building.  
 
The rollup doors were made using corrugated styrene sheet and 
H-Beams for the door tracks. Half rounds were added to the inte-
rior to simulate the enclosures for the doors.  
 
A number of figures were added to populate the building and at 
one window, a guy holding a pair of binoculars is peering out 
through an open window at whoever comes in the entry door to 
the train room!  
 
The milk canisters clustered at the end of the loading dock are 
awaiting pickup by either a passing milk train or the local dairy 
farmers. This is a convenient drop-off point for both. 

Parts List:  243- 
 
30104 S/DL Blank Wall         
30107 SL Open Arch           
30113 OS Blank Wall          
30130 OS Rectangular Window  
30131 SL Rectangular Entry     
30133 DL Rect. Window           
30135 DL Overhead Door     
30138 TS Rect. 4 Window   
30139 TS Rect. 2 Wind. (Low)   
30172 DL Steel Sash Entry 
30173 DL Steel Sash Window 
30175 OS Steel Sash Window  

 
 

2 
2 
2 
3 
1 
2 
3 
2 
1 
1 
3 
7 
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Tour the facility that 
fabricates these turnouts. 
Sign up for the 2004 Bir-
mingham Convention 
“Steel Rails to the Steel 
City”! Seating is limited 
so register early. 

Turnout transport equipment. 
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In this issue: 
 

National Convention Report & 
Photos of Contest Winners 

Making Stumps by the Hundreds 
Dismantling the UC&W RR 

And The Usual Goodies... 



 A pair of Perry’s proceeded to promulgate 
the precise procedure for pummeling the 
pike.  It appears that it is time for the Utah, 
Colorado and Western to move to its third 
new home, and thus the demise of the cur-
rent railroad.  The wrecking of the UC&W 
occurred on a silent Sunday morning while 
awaiting the onslaught of hurricane Fran-
ces.  Luckily the day was perfect and the 
wind not too strong. 
 
 Perry Lamb’s UC&W is set to move to its 
new home in late September, so Scott 
Perry was recruited to assist in the removal 
of trackage and benchwork, with hopes 
that it will all be incorporated into the new 
layout.  While many people think that rip-
ping up a layout is a no-brainer kind of 
thing to do, it actually requires some 
thought.  Especially when you start consid-
ering that Perry’s layout has well over 
$500 of new track components.  His 
thought was to save as much as possible 
for the new layout which will be consid-
erably larger than the current design.  
Every dollar counts! 

 The main part of the project was centered 
around a very large staging yard facility.  
This was mounted on removable bench-
work and luckily the track had not been 
glued down. When you have friends help-
ing you, be sure they know what goals you 
are trying to achieve before you start.  We 
both took a minute to survey the layout 
and talk over the procedure before we took 
tools in hand. Carefully we examined the 
underside of the layout to locate wires, 
connections and other obstacles.  The track 
was inspected for rail cuts, spikes, and for 
soldered connections. Our goal was to re-
move as much track and benchwork as 
possible and to do it in pieces that could 
easily be reused. 

 We took the time to remove any and all 
obstructions from the room.  Perry has 
several small tables under his layout for 

storage and some rather delicate train 
equipment.  If it can be broken, move it out 
of the room first.  Taking time to prepare 
the area will make working easier and 
safer.  If you don’t have lights underneath 
your layout, provide the team with flash-
lights or some other illumination. 
 
 The first thing we removed was the power 
supply system and DCC controller compo-
nents.  We wanted to make sure that there 
was no electrical current in the area where 
we were cutting wires, and we didn’t want 
to damage the boxes.  They are quite heavy 
and could have easily fallen to the floor 
and been damaged. 
 
 Next we started removing the trackage.  
Perry used Walther’s HO track, which is 
sturdy and quite expensive.  There was a 
large array of turnouts and crossovers on 
the benchwork that are new and quite 
costly that we wanted to save.  We first 
began moving the long flex track sections 

of the yard.  Some of these were soldered, 
and some were not.  Most of them had 
power feed wires attached.  Perry pulled 
the wire leads out of the benchwork about 
two inches and cut them with a wire cutter.  
With a quick hit of the soldering iron he 
removed the wire and loosened the sol-
dered track joiners.  You have to be very 
careful not to overheat the track at this 
point, as it can quickly melt the ties.  This 
is one of those projects that requires you to 
be patient and take your time.  I got in too 
big of a hurry and split one piece of track, 
not realizing that there was an insulation 
gap cut into the track and a piece of plastic 
was glued with ACC between the rails, and 
to the roadbed!  It pulled the ties right off 
the track. 
 
 I’m a firm believer in saving everything, 
so as we pulled out the track spikes, we put 
them in a plastic bowl.  Using a refrigera-
tor magnet, we were able to pick up errant 
spikes along the old roadbed.  We also 
saved the wire leads, broken ties and even 
the rail joiners.  Even if they are not usable 

again, they make great junk for detailing.  
Be sure to wear eye protection when pull-
ing up spikes, as they can get away from 
you really quick and land in a soft spot like 
your eyeball. 

 When you get to a turnout, take a minute 
to analyze it.  Ask yourself; are the rails 
soldered at the joiner?  Are the points 
loose?  Is it glued anywhere with ACC?  If 
I broke it, how much would I have to pay 
to replace it?  After this, start by removing 
the turnout throws.  In our case it was very 
easy as Perry used Caboose Industry 
Ground Throws.  We did have to be care-
ful not to pull the points off of the turnout 
be removing the linkage incorrectly.  Next, 
using a small screwdriver we gently pried 
the turnout up, looking for spikes that 
needed to be removed.  After checking the 
turnout for damage, we packed it carefully 
so that it would not get broken during the 
move. 

 Crossovers are very delicate and can be 
the most expensive piece of track on a lay-
out.  Perry had two of them.  The matter 
was further complicated in that he had to 
cut insulation gaps in the main rails on 
both sides, thus making the piece structur-
ally weak.  Great care was taken to remove 
all spikes and track nails before removing.  
Each feed wire was cut and removed and 
all joints carefully unsoldered.  The track 
was partially glued where the insulation 
gaps were, and a screwdriver had to be 
inserted underneath the ties to dig it out of 
the cork roadbed.  Both crossovers have 
survived and are recuperating nicely. 
 After the track was removed, Perry 
wanted to remove the benchwork sections 
from the wall.  Since Perry built these units 
to be moved from the previous location 
they were easy to disassembly.  We care-
fully went over the joints between sections 
to make sure nothing was connected.  Af-
ter that, we unbolted all the sections and 
unscrewed them from the support brackets.  
When working under the layout, take time 
to set up good lighting, as it makes the 
work go quicker and more safely.  They 
moved quite easily, but were very heavy.  
Removing a layout is definitely a two per-

Earthquake on the Utah, Colorado & Western 
 By Scott  Perry 



What We Learned While Removing The Layout: 
 

1.    Recruit good help. 

2.    Size up the project and set goals. 

3.    Remove obstructions from the room. 

4.    Take your time. 

5.    Save everything. 

6.    Handle turnouts carefully. 

7.    Use cordless tools when available. 

8.    Good lighting under the layout is important. 

9.    Pack track carefully, labeling the boxes. 

10.  Have friends bring extra tools. 

son job. 
 When the benchwork sections were gone, 
we then used the cordless drill to remove 
all of the wall brackets.  We saved the 
good screws, being careful to check for 

stripped heads.  All pieces were stored 
carefully for moving to the new location. 
 
 All in all the disassembly went quite well.  
There is really something to be said for 
planning the layout to be mobile in the first 

play.  Perry would have lost a lot of hard 
work and money if he hadn’t done so.  I 
can’t wait to start laying new track in his 
huge new basement! 

HO Scale “Critter” on Display at PSX 2004 Seattle Contest 

A Lidgerwood Loader sitting at Camp 6, part of a city park in 
Tacoma, WA. This little toy is a portable spar-tree, log loader 
and skidder all rolled into one and is absolutely HUGE! 

Photo by Paul Voelker 



I n  t h e  p h o t o  a b o v e  y o u  s e e  ( b a c k  r o w  f r o m  l e f t )  P a u l  V o e l k e r — P h o t o  &  P a s s  C o n t e s t  M a n a g e r  
( a n d  E d i t o r  o f  T h e  S o u t h E r n e R ) ,   Al l e n  G r o s s — Ch i e f  J u d g e ,  J o h n  J o h n s o n — M o d u l e  C o n t e s t  
M a n a g e r ,  M a r t y  V a u g h n — C o n t e s t  M a n a g e r  a n d  ( f r o n t  r o w  f r o m  l e f t )  R a ym o n d  B i l o d e a u — A s s t .  
N M R A  E d u c a t i o n  D i r e c t o r  &  A s s t .  Co n t e s t  M a n a g e r  &   J a n  W e s c o t t — N M R A  E d u c a t i o n  D i r e c t o r .   

This issue marks my second full 
year as editor of The South-
ErneR. Hopefully everyone has 
enjoyed your newsletter and it has 
been worth receiving in the mail. 
You probably have gotten the word 
by now that the NMRA member-
ship has voted in the new 
“Regulations” by a 4 to 1 margin.  
 
Due to this acceptance by the mem-
bership of this change at national 
level, all of the regions & their divi-
sions must also change to conform 
to these Regulations. That means we must change the 
way we fund our operations including this newsletter 
since the annual dues we pay to the region will no 
longer be charged to the membership after September 
2005.   
 
That means that the region must find some other way 
to fund its operations since there will no longer be 
any dues collection for the region after September 
2005. You will still pay national’s dues and some por-
tion of that money will be “rebated” to the region but 
it doesn’t appear as though it will be enough to fund 
the newsletter and everything else that falls under 
“operating expenses” for the region. 
 
The newsletter will almost certainly have to go to a 
subscription to still be able to fund it at its current 
level of quality. There is also the electronic version 
(the E-SouthErneR) which contains more pages (in 
color) residing at the region’s website. This electronic 
version could be used as a low-cost method to distrib-
ute the newsletter rather than printing & mailing a 
smaller hardcopy version, however there is a “catch” 
to this logic. The minimum run using the current 
printer is 500 issues. Anything less than 500 will still 
cost us at the 500-issue minimum. Running 350 is-
sues won’t help us except on the postage side which is 
trivial in comparison.  
 
We also have to think about all those SER members 

who are not currently dues-paying 
members who will now be SER 
m e m b e r s  u n d e r  t h e  n e w 
“Regulations” and must be in-
formed about both elections and 
region conventions (although not 
necessarily using the newsletter to 
do this). That has to also be funded 
somehow.  
 
On the bright side however, the 
money we formerly had in the 
budget to send the Trustee to the 
NMRA BOD meetings will no 

longer need to be budgeted for after 9/2005 as there 
will be no region Trustee after that time. That is about 
a $700/year savings from the budget.  
 
The newsletter is currently running a little over 
$4000/year to print and mail with a distribution of 
about 610 mailings. Over the past three years I, & 
Scott Perry before me, have tried to get (or keep) the 
quality of the newsletter fairly high while keeping the 
cost to the membership as low as possible. We are 
pretty much at the limit of what is possible with the 
current, printed version short of reducing the number 
of pages from 28 to 24 (the size of this issue). There 
are still a few things I can do to cram more stuff in but 
I don’t want to make it so everyone needs a magnify-
ing glass to read their newsletter.  
 
What we really could use some advertising $$ from 
the hobby shops &/or manufacturers to share the cost 
of producing the newsletter (unless the membership 
wishes to fund a no-ads newsletter).  
 
The bottom line is that both the board and the mem-
bership needs to start thinking about ways to gener-
ate funds outside of the current dues collection. The 
region needs some kind of fundraiser in order to sur-
vive.  
 
Ed.  

A WORD FROM THE EDITOR 
This Block is part of the rigging em-
ployed on Allan Gross’ Spar Tree model. 
Composed of 12 parts, the block is 1/2 
inch by 1/4 inch in size.  

See photo story on Page 10. 



Well, as usual I was busy in the contest room 
again this year, even more so than last year as 
this time we actually “intended” to come away 
with a multitude of photos of all of the contest 
entries for use on the national contest webpage. 
That should be up by the time you read this.  Go 
to the NMRA website and scroll on down to the 
“Education Dept.” heading. A little further down 
will be the link to the contest page and the pho-
tos of the winning entries.  
 
I shot well over 1000 photos at this contest be-
tween the contest room and the train show’s 
module contest. Then after the convention was 
over with, I shot over one thousand more while I 
toured Washington state and part of Oregon. 
Having the laptop available to dump into when 
the card filled up was useful too as I could see 
on-the-spot which photos need to be re-shot.  
 
Now let me tell any doubters, it is well worth the 
price to buy as high-end a digital camera as you 
can afford—you’ll never regret it! My suggestion 
is to look at what you think is the most you can 
afford and then remember that adding another 
$100-200 to that figure will just about equal the 
cost in film developing you will save over the 
course of the first year.  
 
If you take a lot of photos like I do, double that 
figure. Now that I don’t have to worry about de-
veloping costs when I get home, I tend to shoot 
many more photos than I did before. The more 
you shoot, the more likely it is that a larger num-
ber of your shots will be worth keeping.  
 
The best thing about digital is that you can just 
blast away! No worries about how to pay for de-
veloping the film rolls as there are none. You 
have better odds of getting something really 
good the more photos you take. If you aren’t 
sure about the exposure, heck, just take a few 
more shots, you can always delete them later if 
they don’t come out right. 
 
I can’t tell you just how much easier it is to put 
the magazine together knowing that I have a 
wealth of photos to choose from. At least one of 
them will be what I need to convey to you what it 
is I wish to say or show about whatever it is  that 
is the subject.  
 
For example, referring to the Gold Award entry 
alone, I took 77 photos of this one model and 
wish I had taken a few more as there are actu-
ally some parts of the engine that I wish I’d got-
ten a better view of (although it is pretty thor-
oughly covered anyway).  
 
As expected, Sam Swanson brought the models 
he had entered at the region contest but he’d 
done some extra work to the car shop and 
added a hopper car being worked on. The pho-
tos of his model appear elsewhere in these 
pages. 
 
Bob Beaty also brought something to the con-
test, a 22 Ton Class A Climax that picked up 93 
points and Second Place. It also acquired the 
Bachmann Innovations Award. 
 
I ran across many people from the region includ-
ing, in no particular order, Bob Beaty, Richard & 
Barbara Dalrymple, Tom Banks, Joe Gelmini, 
John & Gerry Travis, Bob & Connie McIntyre, 
Tom Cusker, Phil Hutchinson, Ron Gough, Perry 
Lamb, Steve & Joe Pusey, Chris White, Pat & 
Rhonda Turner and Charles & Linda Millar, How-
ard Goodwin, Keith & John Retterer. I know a lot 
of the wives were with them but I only remember 
seeing the ones I have listed. Sorry if I left any-
one out.   Paul V. 
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“SOME ASSEMBLY REQUIRED” 
Allan Gross, MMR, Rigs a Spar Tree at the National Contest 

B y  P a u l  V .  V o e l k e r 

Not every model that shows up for 
the contest is really “done” when it 
arrives, some require assembly of all 
of their sub-assemblies to be com-
plete, some require more than that. 
Such is the case with this Hayrack 
Yarder Spar Tree. The builder, Allen 
Gross, spent several hours rigging 
this little jewel after he arrived at the 
convention. This was all tedious work 
but when it was completed it was well 
worth the effort expended—it won 
First Place (!) in the Non-Revenue 
category at the 2004 national conven-
tion in Seattle this past July. 



2004 National 
convention  
 & CONTEST 

Leslie Eaton, MMR conducts a 
clinic during the national trainshow. 



 GOLD AWARD 
 BEST OF SHOW 



PSX 2004 SEATTLE   

MODEL CONTEST  

This is the first comprehen-
sive photo coverage of a 
model contest done for mod-
els entered at a national con-
vention. In these 52 pages & 
260 photos, you will find 
nearly all of the judged en-
tries in the various catego-
ries that are contained 
within the national model 
contest.  
 
The intent here is not to de-
scribe how each model was 
built but just to show the 
models themselves and give 
the reader an idea of the 
quality of the finished prod-
uct through a photo study of 
each model entered.   
 
Each model is listed by En-
trant’s Name, Town & State, 
Description of the Model, 
Category Scores, & Total 
Score. The color of the box 
containing the text indicates 
the placing of the model.  

SAMPLE 
PHOTO 

SAMPLE 
PHOTO 

 
 
         A = CONSTRUCTION POINTS 
         B = DETAIL POINTS 
         C = CONFORMANCE POINTS  
         D = FINISH & LETTERING POINTS 
         E = SCRATCHBUILDING POINTS 
         F = TOTAL SCORE 

ENTRANT TOWN & STATE MODEL DESCRIPTION A B C D E F 
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SECOND PLACE 
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NO MERIT AWARD 
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One or more photos of the 
model appear under the text 
information box to show 
each model to its best advan-
tage. In many cases more 
than one photo is available 
and as many photos are used 
as is needed to show off a 
particular model’s detailing. 
A sample of the listing for-
mat is shown in the box at 
the bottom of the page. 
 
As I say, this is a first time 
effort as this is the first time 
we have had available a large 
number of fairly good quality 
photos of the models entered 
in a national contest to-
gether with the listings of 
the scores obtained by each 
model, the identity of the 
m o d e l e r  a n d  c r o s s -
referenced by the entry num-
ber of each model.  
 
This was a huge amount of 
work but was done to better 
show the general public & 
the modeling public the 
scoring of each of the judged 
models in this model con-

test. It is also a way to show 
that more than just a small 
handful of models are en-
tered in a contest as, in the 
past, only the winners of the 
contest have been displayed 
whereas there have always 
been many more entries. 

 
All Photos taken by  

Paul V. Voelker 
All rights reserved 
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